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The temple and the city 


GmgftlkontjMholapurain, now in the Udaiyarpalayam taluk of 
Tiruchi district, in Tamilnadu, was created as tho oapital of the Gbfl las 
by KajSndra l, the sun and auoeessor of REjari/a I, the great ChMa who 
conquered a large area in South India at the beginning of the 11thcentury 
AJ). It oecuptea an important place in the history of India, Ai the 
capital of the Cho> 6 from about 1025 A, D, for about 250 years, 
the city controlled the affairs nf entire south India, from the Tonga, 
blindra in the north to Ceylon in the south. The groat temple of Siva at 
this place is next only to tho great temple of Tanjore in ltd monumental 
nature and surpasses it in sculptural quality. The city was founded bv the 
eminent tho.hi omporor probably to commemorate hie victorious march 
to the < ■ an gee and refuted hie personality throughout the days of its 
eminence and continues to do bo because of its great temple, though its 
role an a capital of the south has been forgotten by its inhabitants. 
It is now a email vdlage, bounded in the west by the celebrated Chmgirf 
kt'udari lake, one of the biggest lakes ia south India, and by the river 
Udavani m the east. To tho south and tho north are holds with a few 
hamlets bearing names recalling their associations with the greatness of the 
city A highway winding its way through this or™ great citv Pufltt north . 
south landing to the Loww Anient, while another read cuts acres* tho 
great lake east-west and connects this village with JayamkocuJachOla 
pii ram, another t ho la foundation about sii miles to the west. The lofty 
tower Of the great pr^dJa could he seen from about a distance of *ix or 
M! m u mil™. Besides the great temple and other ancient reike, inscriptions 

7° T ° Ur l >rLmnT ? "<»«™ of information for reconstructing 

thy history of the city, f'opper plare charters issued by Hajondre and 
his >h. give valuable information. A few Tamil literary 

7^ hke the ThimvWipp* of Kamvurdevar, thn KaJmgattup-pareai 

jT fi Ul “ " f Ottukknttar. ami the Km Dhigu 

forimih some data. The Sanskrit work, the VikramSnkmfera Cbarita 

ofVilttamaditya VI, also throws some light 

fofo marinn ^ 71 ** «■»* H». -*me valnSble 

information about the temple and the city. 
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Rajcndra the Builder 


Gatigaiknnda Chills Rnjondra 1, was the son of Rnjaraja I through 
his queen* Yiinavarimudevi, also called Trfbhuvatmmadovi, evidently 
a Clutra princess. Ardrn waa tho star of ftijitodra'a nativity. 

Rajendra was a boy when Rjijimlja ascended the throne in 085 A-D. 
Under the care and guidance of his Father, lie grow up a* the must power* 
fnl general in Tamil history* Whan once twenty years obi, ho led a 
Chfiln army into the heart of the Western ChaJukyn kingdom. He was 
then called Narma^i Chula Rajcndra Yidytuihara and the ornament of the 
Chain race. Tn this campaign Bajendra is said to have advanced os far 
north as Bijapur District with an army of 900*000 and as a result, terri¬ 
tories upto Rattapodi were annexed to the Chula empire. He is ubo 
identilled with PaBcavan Mitraya* who served as the Ifahiulandanayakn 
of the Vengi and Ganga countries. 

Between March ^7th and July 7th. 1012 A.D. P Raj end ra was chosen 
heir apparent by Haj&raj*. Rajcndra jointly ruled with his father for 
nearly four years till 101ft A.D., when Rajaraja passed away. 

On the state of the empire at the time of Rajendra*s accession. 
Prof. K* A. Nilukanta Sastri, the greatest authority on Chftla history; 
writes, "Rajcntlra inherited from his father an extensive empire compris¬ 
ing the whole of thu modern Madras and Andhra and parts of Mysore and 
the island of Ceylon* The administration had been carefully organised 
and a fairly powerful bureaucracy brought into existence, which while it 
scrupulously respected the ^Liberties’ feudal mid corporate, of the various 
magnates and associations that studded the land, successfu fly maintained 
the king's peace and enforced all civil rights. The army wm a strong 
and tried body of men, well able to defend the wide land Frontier and to 
keep down any threatened outbreaks in areas wwty subjected to the 
empire and ready for agisresaive warfare abroad. The hold on Ceylon 
and some other islands like the Mufdlvu islands was securely mamCdned 
by a powerful naval force which also served to protect the considerable 
overseas trade of the empire with the islands of the East Indies and with 
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China. During the thirty-throe years of his reign, Rajindra turned these 
initial advantages to the best possible um and succeeded in raising the 
Chela cm pint to the position of the must extensive and most respected 
Hindu state of his time 11 * 

Raj end ra fought many battles and won every one of them. For 
every victory ho gained, he assumed a title oammem orating hm Btiooes*. 
He also conferred titles on his victorious generals. The moment ho 
assumed independent sovoreignty h be embarked on a “conquest, of the 
quarters 1 , the digrijaya* 

The western ChajukyaR, were probably the first target of his attack, 
Kajendjo conquered ’Tdaituraj-nSdii, RanavSsi, encirded by a otmftinoUB 
hedge of forest^ KolHpjktai whose ramparts wore surrounded by aulli 
tree,-*, and Mann-ukkncjakka whose fortifications wore unapproachable, all 
in a single campaign, directed against Satyofiraya the ChjUukya ruler, 
Idniturai-nadii was the country between the rivers Krishna in the north 
and Tunga blind™ in the south comprising a large part of the present 
Raichur District.” KoUippakkai lies about 43 miles north-east of Hydera¬ 
bad and is now called KulpSk. Manri-iikkadakkani is identified with 
Manyakhfida (modern Malkhcd), In this campaign, the Chula emperor; 
crossed the Tungahhadra and attacked the capital of the Chalukyas. After 
completing his successful expediLion in the north (north being considered 
an auspicious direction, expeditions were first taken in that direction for 
ensuring victories) Rajendrii started on a southern campaign in which he 
defeated the Parity as; the Kerala ruler and finally the king of CVylori 
Of Rljendra'a southern campaign the Tliiruvalangadu copper charter 
gives the follow mg account. 

"This famous and heroic king* possessed of a powerful army, and 
bent upon the performance of meritorious deeds with heaps of money 
acquired by his own arm, then sot his heart upon a difjmjaytt* 

^Accordingly, after arranging for the protection of his own capital, 
the unrivalled king Uttama-Cho ]a p first started in the direction marked by 
Triaunku (the south) desirous of conquering the Piindyn king, 

"The commander dandnmUha of the ornament of the solar race 
thereupon struck the Randy a king who had a great force; and tho Paudya 
abandoned hm heme in fright and fled for refuge to the Malaya mountain, 

I he abode of Agnstya. 
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“Baj&rajVs son the master of policy, took possession of the 
bright spotless pearls, the soeefs of the spotless fame of tho Pantjya kings, 

"After establishing there his own won Sri Chula Papdya for tho 
protect ion of the Pandya country* the light of the solar race then procee¬ 
ded to the conquest of the West. 

■‘Having heard of the ignominy snstainod by kings at the hand! of 
Bhfirgava in battle, this proud king, finding him on the face of the earth, 
developed a desire to conquer the lands created by him . 

Al Who else other than this supreme lord (Paramesvara} can enter- 
tain the thought in his mind of subjugating the ancient land pro toe ted by 
the glory of the ornament of the BhrgnkuJa and free from the inroads of 
enemies? 

-The fearless Madhurantaka eroded tho Sahya mountain and 
forthwith set upon the Kernla in great force and there ensued a fierce 
battle which brought ruins upon kings. 

“After having conquered the Kerala kings and harrowed the land 
guarded by tho HUHterjfioa of the lord of tho Bhrigus, the prince returned 
to hia capi Lai. the abode of prosperity 1 *. 

Both the Plntjya and Kerala countries were placed under the 
voice royalty of his son who waw crowned at Madurai with the title Jata- 
varman Stmdara-ChDla Pfindya, Raj end ra is said to have built a palace 
at Madurai. The Chora king, Eajasimha* built a temple to Lord Vishriu 
at Mimnarkoil, naming it Raj end ra t-hfrlji Vjiinagar after RajtYndra. 

K&ji-ndra then invaded Ceylon, His father had defeated earlier 
Mahinria V and nuierad a major part of Ceylon to tho Cbfrla empire and 
named it Mummucfi-ChOda VnSnn&du with many auioit visions called Raja 
raja Ynhinadu, Vikrama-chala-valanaiju etc* Rajondra’s expedition was 
thorough anti complete. His Karandai plates record that kl Rajendra con¬ 
quered the king of Ceylon with a fierce army and seized his territory, his 
queen, and her crown, his daughter* all hm wealth, his transport, and the 
spotless garland of Indra, and crown of the Papdya left in his charge; 
after having lost the battle and being shorn of his queen, son and other 
belonging*, the king of Ceylon, out of fear, came nnd sought the two feet 
of Rajondra as shelter". 

The Ceylonese chmnirie< Maftfivath&a confirm! this account and 
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that with Pulattmagam an haw the ChfltaH hohi sway over Raja 

natu as far ah the locality known as Kakkhapis&nakanta _king 

Mnhinda dwelt twelve year* in the Chn> land and entered into heaven in 
the forty .eighth year (from his ascent of the throne)'*. 

Probably Rajendra personally headed his army and brought the 
entire island of Ceylon under Chain rtd*. Towards tfie end of his reign 
however, there was an uprising in south Ceylon which was dealt with by 
bis able son,. Rapid hi raj a 1. 

Rajendra next sent his celebrated expedition to the Gan got ic 
plain t« bring holy waters to purify his own land, after indicting crushing 
defeats on alJ enemy forces upto Bengal. Hw ThiruvShihgiuJu copper 
charter states that “the ligliL of the solar race (Rujendra), mocking 
Bhagiratha who by the force of his austerities caused the descent of tho 
Gnngn.aet out to sanctify his own land with the waters of that stream 
brought by tbo strength of his arm. 

"He seized SnkkarnfcotUm. whoso warriors were brave; Madura- 
manfjnjam destroyed in a trice, the prosperous city nf Mimanaikkntmm 
with its dense groves, Pancapafli whose warriors bore cruel bom, Mastmi- 
deun with its green fields, n large heap of family treasure* together with 
nrnny other treasures which lie carried away after capturing the Iridra 
rntha of tin- ancient race of the moon together with his family in a tight 
which took place at A cl inn gar; a city whose great fame knew no decline, 
Oddavisaya which was difficult of approach on account of its dense forest 
defence; the good KosaLunadti, where RnihminH assembled; Tandahhutri, 
in whose gardens bees abounded, after having destroyed DhamntapSla in 
n hot battle; T&kkanaliuiam whose fame reached all directions and which 
he Occupied after roreefuliy att acking R amts fir a; Vangahdefo where the 
min water never stopped and from which Govindachandra (led. bating 
descended from his male elephant; elephants of rare strength, women and 
treasure which ho seized after having been pleased to put to flight in a 
lint battlefield the strong Mahlpila by the sound of a conch from the deep 
sen, l it.iraladitni on the shores of the expansive ocean producing pearls 
and the Ganga whose waters bearing fragrant flowers dashod against the 
bathing j ila^es M . 

Kujendra’s father had integrated the Eastern Chalukya kingdom 
of Veiigi politically and dynamically with the Chola line. As a result of 
Kajendra's expedition a]] the countries north of Vengi, which Included 


Kalinun. *Mda. Southern K's.iln, the lower and upper Liitja and finatiy 
the VnniptUdpHii (Bengal) wore made to bow before the might of this 
Chnla cm jwtor- Hujendra himself went nptn the tanks of tho GttdSvnri, 
whore hi awnitod tho return of hi 1 * tritonpliant army, which brought 
Ganges water in golden roseola, carried on the head a of tho vanquished 
rulers. 


Almost I thottiand years before Rajundra, n Chora king of the 
Snngam ape. Sen gut, to van had marched uptu the Himalayas with an army 
to bring a stone to curve an image of Goddess I‘a it ini, which he enshri¬ 
ned in a temple erected for the purpose, Two northern kings are said to 
have opposed Kcmgu tin van’s march, hut. they were vanquished in a trice 
and made to carry t he stone on their head. This account is recorded in 
tho 8ihtpjiwlhikarem. f*ume critics doubt its authenticity. But Rajendm’s 
expedition was an important landmark. According to It.D. Banorjeo. 
•■the invasion of the great southern conqueror, fiijeudru Chula I, seems 
to have left a permanent mark in Bengal, Some obscure Karnau chief 
seem* to have followed Riijendru and settled in West, Bengal. From Lira 
was descended Sutnunfisena, who is generally taken to be the founder of 
the Scan dynasty '. To commemorate this celebrated victory, Ra/endm 
assumed the title of Gnngaikonda fli&la, a name given nut only to bis 
now capital (Gang oik onglachObvpnraiu) hut also to his temple. 

Tho conquest of the overseas island of Sumatra and the Malay 
Peninsula forms the most important event in the fife of Rajcndra and 
perhaps in the annals uf South Indian history. This triumphant naval 
expedition was directed against the ruler of Sri vi java who also held sway 
over K idamm, 

Raj a raja had cordial relations with Srimnra Vijayottunga- 
v arm on, the ruler nf Nrivijjiy* who visited the ChUja country and erected 
a Buddhist vfhfra in the name of hit father for which RajnrSjn gifted 
lands and money. After his father’s death Kajendra confirmed the grant 
to this Vthftre. But the relationship became strained eubreqneutly. Either 
the flourishing overseas tratio of Cho jas was obetracted or RSjgndra 
having conquered the counirieti in the north, west, and south wished to 
conquer the east, to complete his tfiffrijfuja. The Nicobar islands, ihe 
uppar and lower Sumatran islands known m, llumuridesa, Srivijaya, 
Singapore, the Malay peninsula and the lower part of Burma wore 
*uhjtignU-d. A number of plnre* w here he fought are detailed in Kajtadra'a 
T&mil itiJSfTrfptioiiiv* 


‘ftujondra having despatched many ships in the midst nf 
roJUtig m and having caught Sangrama Vljayottnuga Varman, tint 
km L ' nf Kjifiaram, together with the elephant a in liisi gforioim arinv 
tnok the largo finap of treasuries which that king had rightfully 
accumulated, captured with nolle, the arch called VidySdJiam ton.na 
the war-gate of h» extoiwivo city, Srlvijaya with tlio jewelled 
wwfcod gate adorned with great splendour and the L rate uf | (ir ., 0 
jvwcb' Pun mil with Water in it* bathing ghats; the ancient Malaiyur 
with the strong mountain for its rampart; Mayir.idingatn surrounded 
hy tho deep sea ns by a moat? UangasOka {Lankaaoka, undaunted in 
, tN ‘ a: V1it Pl iribm havi[ « abundant deep ware,- * a defence; 
Muvelimbangam mv-ing line walls « defonm, \aiaippanduru having 
\nlaippsndnru; laluittukknUm praised by grtmt men (versed i„> the 
wjeneea; Madamnlingnm. firm in great and fierce battles; X&murnMam 
wlmse fierce strength rose it, war; Mamikkn*arnm in whose o*, msive 
llewei gardens honey was CuUoeting; and Kadnr.im of fierce strength 
whir ii win protected by the deep sea 1 . 

Knr a det-uikvj aecniint of RajendraV conquest of Kitdaram and 
the identification of the various battlefields of the earn 'd n ut 
reader may refer to Prof. K A. Kihikanta S:,*tri' a ‘The (Was’ T„ 
commemorate his signal v&lnric* KSjendra assumed the ti f ‘j n of 
Kn)aramkorirjachn Iji, Kendra thus completed a brilliant dinrijnm 
“conquest of quarters', which made him a Chakra varti. 

-Tim closing years of Kendra* roign formed the most splendid 
potiod of the h-toiy of the ChD.laa of the Vijuyiiluyu line. The rato „t 
of the empire. at its widest and its military and naval prejttij » 

stood at Jt„ highest- There remained the necessity ever preLm in 
nnhtary empire* of carrying „ ut punitive Mpedkiumi Mipprr„ a out 
n aks und koop the conquered territories under control The ernoern, 
Uim ably ^ted by ItiB talented eon* and after member* of his 

family and fto tasks of imperial administration wore thus nut in 
tso ni minion , 1 

iSajondre had many titles like Madhu ran taka, UttamwfaD la 
* *r hu >* t’andltachola, Cungaikongueh* la. 

£ -™“ Furvadoaamum Kadaronmm kunda Ayy an . Ho had many 
ns.Of whom \ Snawmmidwvi. MokkDkilan, Paficavamnadevi and 

T7 m r ntl °r* Thf JilSt stored the funeral 

pyre with her husband at his death. 
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Later history 

The first ninja ting to ho c row run i at Gahgnikon^arhOlapuraiii 
wna Rfijakes&ri UiijiVlhirnjo 1, the eldest son of Rajendru I. Ho had 
been intt&Upd ns frown prince very early in Rajendra's reign (1018 A.T>,) 
and till his death in 1054, he led a life of warfare. He is probably ulunti- 
oiiL with SundAra nmjn Papdya. who was installed as the viceroy of the 
Pandya country in bin father's reign. He quelled a rebellion in Ceylon* 
conquered a Candy a who fomented trouble, and dealt severely witii the 
mlrr of Vfcnid. In the north he led three expeditions against the 
Chalukyas, ransacked Kulvapapura. their capital, and captured Kollapnra. 
To commemorate this victory he assumed the title, Knly Spa pnra mum. 
Kollapuramum knndn Vijayorajendra. A few sen I ptu res of exceptional 
beauty wore brought by him as war trophies from KalyapSpura. One of 
the sculptures Iteare an inscription recording the fact that it was brought 
bv Vijayarajendra from Kalyannpura after its conquest. Evidently, the 
sculptures of Dtirgn, Ganosa, and the solar pith a now in (langaikonda 
ebivlapur-im, was also brought homo, RajadhLraja performed the aava- 
medh*, to celebrate his signal victories. In 1054, at an advanced age, 
he led his army against the ChaLukyim and fought a battle at Koppam, 
on the banks of the Tungabhadra. Kajadhirap was mortally wounded 
while seated on his elephant. The Chain army fell into disarray and 
began to retreat in finest confusion. The Chaiuky* army pressed forward 
with great force. Rsjidhinja'lyounger brother, Rajeudrn IT, who was sta- 
tinned behind, marched forward at great risk. The f'hi* In army regrouped 
itself and followed its master. Rajendm wu, wounded Ln the thigh and 
lost tome of his close assoc i a tea. Nothing daunted. Riijendrn moved For* 
w&rd. killing many able Ch&lukya generals. The Ch&Jukya army was 
shattered. Srimcsvnra. the Chiilukyn king, ftod. Many able Chainkya war¬ 
riors tost their life or were taken prisoners. Thus Rljundra converted an 
almost imminent defeat into a brilliant sucoeaa. As if to eom me mo rate 
this brillshurt success, Rijftndrn crowned himself king on the battlefield, 
while his wounds were still fresh on his body Thus the second non of 
Rftjendro 1 was crowned not at Chmgaikon inthttlnpuram. his capital. 


Iiijton Lin- halt I.‘tie Id. Hajadhirnjn crime to be called the elder brother 
who Joftt hi* life on nn elephant*. 

Riijftiidra II win succeeded by his younger brother Virar&jfittdr*. 
who ohm won victories »v«r the Oholaky* after winning a decisive 
battle against the Kalyipi ChaJukya, VTktarniditya, Vlrarajfridm gave 
hLs daughter in marriage to him. The oarlfeat epigraph found on the 
tom pie belongs to the reign of Virardjendra. The epigraph records the 
iaaur of t.nlera by Vimrajendra confirming the gift* made liy hi, rather 
Rajrndra I. and elder brother Itajadlurdja L 

Aftor Virsrajendra passed away, bin non Adhir*j«idtu ascended 
the throne. He was unite friendly with his brother.in law, ArfhirSjSodr* 
was a weak ruler, while Vikrammfilya wa# shrowod and able. The 
trained and seasoned C'hol* generals saw il danger to tho Ch»la empire in 
this alliance, They refused to accept, Arihirajtndn. The tlkotas always 
dhow not the Hde*t sun, bat the ablest a.* their mcceaaoin. The ChOla 
generals were guided by this principle. But Vikramaditya came to the 
rescue of AdhirajernLra. Marching on KaiTchi. ho punished those who 
rclmilod there and reaching (iangaikojnjiu’hr.Iapuram, crowned his brother 
in laa as ChS.|a king. He stayed then for two month- to make the pn»i- 
twnof Adlurajendra secure and Mi on returned to hi- capital. As soon 
as V lkramldltya left Umgaikondacho lapurnm. the Ch£.|a generals rebelled 
Mid In the uprising AdliirAjomJri tost his fife. 

Ammahgsdevl. a daughter of RajSndra 1 was rnarHed to the 
Eiistorn Chidukya ruler. Kaj,*r*ja JJatendra. Their SO u was named 
Rijendra. the future Kul&ttuhgn, Prom Kalii^attupparapi, a heroic 
poem oompo-ed on him by Juyathkopcfar, it is learnt that ' Kulottuiiga 
was bc.ru and brought up in Caagaiko^dachblapuram. He lead his 
education, military and other training and was crowned Yuvaraja bv 
Virarijendra at (b.TigaikondadiSlap.iram. At the lime of the uprising 
at Gangaikopda c ho 1 apuram Kulottunga was waging a war in the north 
Ho at once rushed to Gangaikop4achC>purnm, Tho riioin generals 
fuurni in him a capable ruler, crowned him ( hr,la emperor in the name of 
Rulottrmga. He immediately restored peace in tho kingdom A 
fragmentary inscription mentioning his mother Ammafig^nis preserved 
in the Gfttigaikppdacho lapuramtempie. One of his inscription* is also 
found in the temple. It refers to a gift of land to some other temple 
An inscription dated in hi* 41 at regnal year, in the temple gives the 
P mm#i of a Gahndaviln king of Runauj. The inscription does not 


give the unrno of tho ruler nr the nature of gift, as it ih left unfinished* 
But according to K, A N. Snstri it should be assigned to either Madana - 
pala of his sou* CiWindoehand™ of K&nauj, It points to some dynastic 
connection between tho Gahnriavalas and the imperial ChBllw* The 
Kalihgattupparani a contemporary poem on KulOttuhga refers to Oangai- 
kondarhOlapuram as G&ngapuri- Gan^aikondachiltApuram continued to 
lm tiie capital of the successors of KulGttunga. Thus Vikrama ChBla, 
Kulrittunga If, Kiljaraja II, Rnjndldrnja II and Kulrittunga III retained it 
ail their capital. There are a few fragmentary records of Kul^ttniiga 111 
In the tom pie. 

Knlnttunga Itl was the last of the grant Ch3|a emperors. lie won 
signal virtorioa against Ceylon, Madurai, and Kartivur (the nhcras) and 
assumed the title of Honqueror uf Madurai, KuniviJr and I lam. However, 
towards the dose of his reign, the dynamic Maravarmou Sun dam Painjya 
humiliated him. He invaded tho Choh country and rared Tanjora and 
Drandai to the ground and performed the Virabhisheka at Ay i rat tali and 
reached as far as Chidambaram. It is not known whether Stmdara Paiulya 
captured Gimgaikondaelio hipiiram. At any rate, it b not mentioned in 
his inscriptions- The humiliation marked the beginning of the decline and 
fall of the Chula empire and with it of the Chi>la capital, 

KntaituDga HI did not live long after this defeat and was succeeded 
by an inefficient eon Rajanlja til. The tatter was driven oat of his capital 
by the Pandy a and tried to escape to the north to join the Kim talas r (the 
Hoysalns of Mysore) but was intercepted by the* Faltava chieftain. Kop- 
ptiruhjihga probably at TcJlarii where Rajaraju was made a captive. Hoy- 
Hala NarMithha sucres fully intervened and defeated the Pandya in the 
south. Iloyoala general# captured KBppenrajiag&'a territory and released 
the Oh&lu. Rajarija HI was fwrowned at Gangaikondachfilapuram* 
It is not known whether the city suffered on account of these wars. 
However the contemporary work* apeak of Mudikondach51ap urani as 
the Chnla capital. Probably Raj&rSja III had a preference for that 
place though (7angaikondiicho lajiiirain continued to be of Importance. 

Jatavarman tfumlarn, who ascended the Patidya throne in 1 *51 „ 
conquered tordtouas upto Ktdlore and kept the Chi! fas under subjection. 
Probably the CtoIs was paying tribute to him. Om> of Bundara's ins¬ 
criptions is found in the Gjingailtoridacholapiirani temple dated in hi.* 
second regnal year, Evidently, he captured the city in his very first regnal 
year. Bandura established a special worship named after him In the 


temple. V ikrnma, who shared the Pandya throne with him, Nab loft An 
inscription in the temple, 

Sundnrn wne succeeded by M*ravsrm*n KtiJaSckharA, another Able 
rtder m 1208 A-D. He defeated and probably killed tho last Clio la 
RAjondrA III. in Kapnaniir in 1279. GangaUtomiachOlapiiTam wan 
included in hb dominion ami two inscription* of him are found in tho 
temple. After the death of Kulasukhara, in 1310 the Tamil country 
w ' 1 * invaded by Malik Ktfur. a Muslin, pmeraland them wa, anarchy and 
eonfl "* lu » for a year. The Paiujya hold on Ganguikopdaclmiapurau, 

"®“* tu ,,IlVo bwT1 wake nod though they continued to bold away to 
a nominal w ay over this port of the country. 

In Kumaro Kampala, the Vijay*nAgnr» viceroy marched as 

far ns Etamegvaram ami brought the southern country under his control, 
[litre .1 re uo rewords of any of the Vijayanagnra ruler* till 14(13. nearly n 
Ji M rid pud years after fUmpaga’s conquest. Them is a record of Thiruvgn- 
gaifamnrjiiyjui tikamrnnatba Gahgqyan dated I4H3. who probably was 
A subordinate Of the Vijayansgara tutor Midfjkarjuna. An inscription of 
1 nmih \jrupaksha, the son of MaUfkarjunn da tod in I4K3, fa in the 
[-mple. This proves that Gangaikopdachotopurain was in the Vi jay a- 
nuL-ara empire. An iuseriprimi of Krfchpadeva, in Tirtbanagari (South 
A root) dated m ISJ7, records that the king gifted tax-free huub to 
iminy Siva and Vishnu torn pies En the rh& ]amundalam. Gangaikohda- 
eho lapnram temple is amongst them. 

tn the early part of Ifith century ItongaikorutoehOhipurAm was 
brought under the Uilaiyarpalaiyam subdivision which lx«w the seat 
of Anisukavalar. also caller I puUgar. They wore local chieftain* who acted 
a, t he subordinate of the Vijayiomgar emporom. They were to keep in 
* Wr *" ,Uftl tidiness certain number of elephants, cavalry and foot soldiers to 
march against any army when called upon. For this' purpose they were 
n lint ted certain revenue from a number of villages, assigned to' them. 
t.nugLMkoodauhoIopnr.uu thus hwamu a part uf UdaiySrpilaivain sub* 

divimfin. 1 ■ * 


A{ter tho fjl «f the \ ijayauagar empire, the poligar of UdaivSr 
oas.y.im rontmued to Md an important position in the area. In 'lT.id 
the Irenoh mvaried lhra,yiirpa]aiya m an d forced the PoJigar to pay 

t**•*> * 4( ^° 1,1 J ™ 5 the Nawab assisted by a part v of 

Lughsh attacktsl the forts of LTdaryarpaJaiyam. During these battles, 


0u f m n i kond aehTi 1 npurFLra tom pip was probably used iw ft fort and 
oon*i dor ably suffered damage. Tin- bastions now found outeido the 
enclosure walls in the west were probably erected during these 
-wars. The district of ThirtichirappftUi was handed over to the British East 
India Company in 18 n t when the policnr of Cdaiynrpalniynm was paid 
an allowance of Rs. 1000. The estate was brought under the manage 
riu-nt of an agent nf the Kftwah. In I8H the British Government 
restored a portion of the PolHsm to the Poligar subject to a nominal 
Peahkiat and gave him a stfunindart lunnnd. However Gangaikonda 
cholapuram was excluded from it. 

Th© greatest damage to the temple was done in 1*30. when a 
dam was erected across the CotUdam about seven miles from the 
temple. For the supply of stones of the construction, some vandal mem* 
hers of the public works department, pulled down the enclosure wall*, the 
dilapidated go pur a, the front and great map da pa and carried away the 
■tones. 

An interesting account published in a local publication of 1835 and 
reproduced in the Indian Antiquary IV, page 27*. states that 'speaking ‘>f 
the noble temple of GangaikopdachSlapuraiii it must not he omitted that 
when the lower Kolorun naiknt was bitilt, the structure was dismantled 
uf a largo part of the splendid granite sculptures which adorned it and 
the enclosing wall was almost wholly destroyed In order to obtain materials 
for the work. The poor people did their utmost to prevent this destruc¬ 
tion and spoliation of a venerated edifice by the servants uf a government 
that could show no title to it; but of course without success; they were only 
punished for contempt. A promise was made indeed that a wall of brick 
should be built in place of the stone wall that was pulled down; but un¬ 
happily it meat be recorder! that this promise has never been redeemed/ 


[V 


The city then and now 


There js »n interesting reference m thn SUappadhikfriitii, * post 
■Sangam classic, to the foundation of UraiyQr am * capital of th» 
Of the Sahgsm age, A eoek is said to have attacked nnd 
chifcHtHl away an elephant at Uraiybr. This inspired the HiMn king 
to make l>iyur hit* Metropolis. for he believed that th.- inhabitant* 
of that plane would he heroic and valorous a* the cook. \ similar 
story of a rabl.il abasing away a bound is told of the foundation 
of Fsiichilarnkuricht. the capital of Viraptodiy* Kattabomman. who 
defied rhe llrtrisli in late 18 tlt century V D, 

IT I haw tmdftiiiiu are of imy value, th.<> indicate that ■% 
pLiie which inspired a ruler to attain phenomenal sne ers . . 
honoured by being made capital of the ruler, who cherished senti- 
mental attachment to it. Duly thus can we explain Tor the foundation 
of Uangaikonilacholapuram. the capital of the imperial Chblas from 
the eleventh cent tin*, fiangaikondao h r.Iapura m was unheard of even 
as a village when Raj end ra t taints to the f'hala throne. Tanjavur 
had been the Chula capital cversince it had been captured from the 
Muttimiya I hieftsin* by V ijayalaya. who founded the imperial tin.* 
of the ('lir.ljut in the middle of ninth century A. D. 

Tanj&v&r served the interest* of the Oi&Jaa well. It was well 
fortified and adorned with palaces and mansions; it was there 
that Kajaraja I had built the great tern pin; it wa* from there that 
he had brought for the first f iine the entire on i them India under mu 
paraeol. Yet within few years of the emotion of the great temple 
and within few years of his pna-irig, his mm. ftajendrn shifted his 
capital ui Dangaikondachhlapuram, 

.u. this tiecauav (•aiiii^ukoiidachnlapuratn served strategic 
purposes better Than I nbjaviir (but I'.ihjavur had (letter claims with its 
fortification* ami natural river barriers] I No answer is possible 
M.-ept for a suggestion that it w.,, probably hen- that lUjendra 
rwoli w! to despatch a military expedition to the QangcUc plain 
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The citv of (isnaaikop|Mb*lnpurtm wiw probably founded by 
BiieiKlrft before hi* 17th regnal year as it te nwntimwd in on© of hie inscrip¬ 
tion* of that year. .Tud«in R from the available literature and the remams 
we may conclude that it. was an ^tensive citv, carefully planned and Laid 
in accordance with the architectural treatises to suit the needs or a capi- 
tal mjntihani The citv seems to have had two fortifications, nno inner 
Jin d the other outer The outer was pmhubly wider The vrUafrer* 
point to a mound running all around the palace as the outer fortification. 
Systematic brick robbing has bee., going on in this place. It is pr-.bnbfe 
tiiat t he outer fortification built of burnt bricks, was about si* to 
ei H ht feet wide It consisted of 1>wo walls, the intervening space {the 
core! Whig tilled with sand. The bricks are fairly large in si/e and are 
made of well burnt day. A fortifioati-m it this place called Rdjcndra 

Choi*™ MrnUl (the fort wall named iUjendra rhtt>) evidently alter the 

builder is mentioned in an inscription. This fortification might be 
identical with this outer wall. The inner fortification was around the 
royal paim*. probably identical with the f'^padni rtlto modi* of the 

jnac'riptkmB. 

Thr royal jnihice iw!aa wlls built of btltUt brick. flh* peiliug* w&n* 
coversl with flat MW of %mid\ itsa\ l*M number of Gtrarseflp 

in fi n e lino: mortar. The pillars were probably made of polished wood, 
supported on granite bases; a few pillar bases hove survived to this day. 
Iron nails and clamps have L*rn recovered from this palace site. 

In the reign of Vlfarijendm, Rftjendto* third on, the palate at 
('• ang&ikondncJiri 1 apuratu is referred to as hola-Kcralun Thirumuligai 
.. hoSa Kerala n palace) evidently after one of the titles of Etijiodni I. The 
■«ume inscription mention*a few parts of The puUrc asurfiMlmi (the ground 

. KtiaiiGpdna It he eastern portion and a seat, named Mawh r<imi>Un- 

, IJ|I(PI KvideniLj iht* paLu-e wn* multiwork*! tn *n mflcrip&scm dntml 
m tiie 4 i*rh year of KufettuhgA < H 10 A IM reference is made to (langai- 
bcH^holamaligai at this place. It is likely that there were more than 
one royal building each having its own name. 

Besides the name* of the palace and fort walls, the names of a Jew 
roads and streets are preserved in the epigraphs. Two entry way* 
named Thimramt. the eastern gate and the Vembiigudi gate, evidently 
the south gate leading to the village Vtmbugu# sit untod in that direction 
are mentioned. Reference is also found to highway* named after 
Kajarlju and Rijvndra as Rajnrn/afl Ptmrati and ItajtndfaH PrrumlL 
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Other street* mentioned in epigraphi! are the ten simntn \frutn irrui> 
the gateway fane (Tkirvvd*ai S T drd*am) and the Hnddhamali lane 

Probably in the reign of Kuliitt-uhga< the fortification* w ere 
renewed and the city under went *ome alteration* and addition*. An 
epigraph refers to the fort wall of Kulnttuiiga Cfca U (A P «/0ttunffi 
(•hefan Thirnmadit). The inscription also refer* to the highways, 

ATuf Mu nfjuch$la*r Thirvm idi{ p r r M mti . Vila**ptdt i1ydn Pv nirati and 
Kulaiyanm pQnn Ptrumli (the highway through whitrh a short elephant 
passed byj, The strengthening of the fortifimtinn and additions to the 
city in the reign of KnlBttimg* I were probably nodwititd by the qp rift¬ 
ing which led to the murder of Chftht king Adirajendra KnlfttT imga's 
predecessor. 

The epigraphs also refer t* 1 the Mudhnrantaka Yadaviim. now 
called the Vad^varu. running about three miba east of the ruined capital 
Mailhu ran taka Yacjavaru evidently named after one of the titles of 
Raj end r a l w was a source of irrigation to n Fast stretch of land 
bordering the capital. An irrigation channel called Attaintfxrdit 
[destroyer of elephants) Kdt is a bo mentioned* 

There acre both wet and dry land* inside Lhe Port, used for 
cultivation and other purposes, The present positions of the existing 
temple* throw sr*me light on the lay out of the city. With the pnlace 
as the centre to 1 hi- city, the great temple, and the other temple* m the 
city seem to have been erected. Towards the mirth-east (Imnyn) 
of the palace is the gaent temple of ^ivn. The Siva temple acdnrd- 
ing to Vasin and Agamic tests should lw* in the north-east of the city or 
village and should Face etui, fill resent Lime*, the Im-til people mi 
image of YimJiqu with his consort* was in *ifu ti# the west of trir palace. 
The temple of Yishcm should be m ? he west. To the south-east of the 
palace is a temple dedicated to Aiyanar (^lista j, Obviously there shdiikl 
have ekisted other terapJe* a* prescribed in traditional treat im^ 

A few villagus lying mostly to the east of the temple bear namt* . 
that recall their asaueintion with the original layout of the city. Thus 
\ iracbolupnrifu, Koliapiiritin* Aieyk aval put hlr f Yaimvaiiallur, V'imbhrwhn 
ete. t &m uf interest, 

A number of small tanka and ponds mentioned in insetiprion* and 
retained in tradition, supplied drinking w+iWv in uir resident- lipsiita 
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a number of w*lb. Moet of the Ghft> kings who succeeded Rftiendrft 
wer * crowned here. They retained it n* their m»pital. reorient**! *nd 
trained the efficient <hbla army. This capital of the most powerful 
empire in Aria at one rime is now absolutely desolate only the temple 
of flan gaikond achfi l_a survive*. Tn those who know of the I nil I hint 
history of the OhP.la empire it is n tragedy. 

What caused the destruction of this city# The Pan43" aft w ho 
imt an and to the tihbU empire late in the 13th century, avenging 
tliwir earlier defeat* at the hands of the I.’hulas should have razed the 
aitv to the ground, a misfortune that befell on capital* In early times. It 
should have remained a heap of brick debris, the in ha! lit ant* of the nearby 
%-LSJHges pilfering the bricks for their constructions. The people have also 
dug systematically deep into the ground and extracted cartloads of 
ancient bricks, »l four annas per cartload. The residents hoast that 
within a radius of five miles, no brick kiln is needed. 
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The temple 


(A) Architecture 

The temple of Can gnikorujncba i ni vara is approached through the 
northern entrance from the road. The passage pusses through ihe enclo¬ 
sure wall and leads on to the inner court. Aa one steps in, the great 
( nnftnti arrests the visitor t sight- The l iwunu with its recessed corners 
and upward movement presents a striking contrast to the straight- 
aided pyramidal tower of Tunjavur. Ah it rises to a height of IfJfi feet and 
is shorter than the Tsnjavur tower, it is often described aa the feminine 
counterpart of the TnujSvur temple. The Vi maim is Hanked on either aide 
by email temples; the one in the north now housing the Goddess is fairly 
well preserved. The small shrine of Chandikesvara is near the step* in the 
north. In the north-east are a shrine housing Durga, a well called lfon- 
well (stmi'iHni) with a lion figure guarding its steps and a late imndapi 
housing the office, Nandi is In the east facing the main shrine. In t’w 
same direction is the mined g&pHra, the entrance tower. The main 
tower surroundod by little shrines truly presents the appearance of a 
groat CkiJeravarti (emperor) surrounded by chieftains and vassals. The 
Gangaikoiidacho lnpuram Vimdna is undoubtedly a dera/.jyi chakramrli t 
an emperor among temples of South India. 

The enclosure 

Though the temple of CangaikoudadiBlapuram follows the plan of 
the great temple ofTanjavfir in most details it has an individuality of its 
own. Prom the remains it may be seen that it had only one enclosure wall 
and a ffOpunt while the Tafijavur temple lias two (ftymnu and enclosures. 
The prakdra follows the Tafijavur lay-out iu that it hod a two storeyed 
cloister running all around. Only a part of this has survived in the north. 
The stones from the other portions were utilised to build the Lower 
Anaictit across the Kollidam, The pillars of cut stone are severely plain 
throughout as in Tafijavur. They have no inscription unlike at Tafijfivur 
The courtyard is .WW in length and 318*0'* width an.J has a transept 
at the west in line with the main sine turn. The cloister has a raised 
platform, 18' in height. At regular intervals, bases for shrines are noticed. 


These shrines should have resembled the prnktlra shrines of TnfijSviJr 
oncl in ail probability housed the images of the eight directional deities, 
in their appropriate quarters as in Tanjavlir. However none of the 
images have survived. Evidently the prUkara has been laid out in the 
traditional Vastu grid system railed V<ixtup<idijviny<i$n. 

The Gdpura 

The entrance tower, the superstructure nf which has completely 
fallen down, is located in the cast. It mens u res about 08'x 4 ft' with a 
12* entry way. It followed in pattern the outer gUpura of the Tuojavur 
temple, with, on soul plums on its bass except for the Dvarapalas. The 
stones from the ruined gbpurn wore. removed to construct the dam 
mentioned earlier, In the temples of Tanjavur. ParaKUram and Tribhu- 
vaiuim. there are two gipnms, the outer being taller than the inn-w. 
But in Gangsikondaeholftpuram there is only one pQpura, at the eadfc. 
Besides tills can turn entrance an entrance is provided in the northern 
enclosure, which now serves as the main entry »n account or its proximity 
to the main ruad. 

Dr. James C, ITitrle in his excellent work the ‘Temple gateways in 
South India ' states that ' the g&pura uf the great temple at Cangiukofi(jn~ 
ciiolapuram (A,P. IU3IP) belongs as far ns one can tall in its present 
ruiiWH] state to the same early phase of development as the Tanjavur 
gQpurtit. It was neither as large or as complex, however, as the Tanjuvur 
tjtpura*. On plan, the whole ediiire forms a rectangle approximately tU> 
fuel by 33 feet. Large dvarapllas wnre placed on the outer facade. Due 
of them now lies on the ground in front of the gQpura and measures at- 
Lemst seven feet. The unique rfnin*. a# at Tunjavur, U on the outersidw of 
the entryway- The vestibules have two storeys, divided by a crude and 
massive architrave: in the lower, an exposed stair is built against the back 
wall; above a doorway in the same wall may have led either to another 
stairway or to a eiraiunambulatory corridor,” 

Dr. Hark- further states that an early photograph {photo No. 2452 
Indian Museum, (.'nleuftta 1 shows the three upper storeys of the ijOpura, in 
a dilapidated condition. 

A fairiv large size bull is found on » pedestal inside the court, 
facing the main sanctum. It is made up of fallen stones and stucco. 
It is not known whether the original one was monolithic. A bati ptffta is 
found east of Nandi, 



Thr? building to the north of X&ndi, called AlankSta mandapa. and 
mn\ housing the executive office of the temple was in oil probability con- 
strutted in the 1 Uth century. 

The Sirhhakeni 

To the north of this man^apa is a circular well with steps provi- 
di'l at the western end. The entrance of the steps is ado mod with a lion 
figure which has given tiro name to the wdb According to tradition 
rtajendra poured a part of the Gnn^e water, brought from his famous 
expedition, *Tito the wall* to sanctify it. An inscription cm rim lion sculp- 
tore, in 19th century characters, records that it was constructed by the 
Z ami riff nr of Lujafyarpftlaiyiini. 

The Mahishasuramardini Shrine 

To the west of the Jion-wcfl is a shrine dedicated to the Goddess, 
ilahbhikuramardinb The shrine is a later structure (probably built in 
H-latEi Contrary) and did not form part of the original layout. It con- 
st^trt of a sanctum precede I by a ipq. The Goddess installed in t he 
sanctum k similar to a Burga found at Voerarecfcji street, in the same 
village and is in all likelihood, Cbalukyan In origin r 

The Southern Kailisa 

The shrrno, south of the main (Tradim And cal let] the soul hem 
Kailasa has a sanctum preceded hy a mnnd ipu w hich in turn in fronted 
by flights of steps from south and north of which the basement alone 
remains. The outer walls of the sanctum and the front mnndapa carry 
niches, housing images. The niches of the sanctu it carry Dakshj^tfi- 
murthi in the £outh and LingOdhbhaca in the west, while the niche on 
the north is empty. The niches un the front mandwpx carry in the south 
Giipcin, NatnrJija, Btiik*hatana, and Suhrahmanja and in the mirth r 
itaunprasada, Durga, Ardhamiri and Bhirava. The inner sanctum of 
the shrine is now in ruinj, 

A little to tho north-east of this temple in a granite baseineiH T 
probably the ruin of a nia^tapa. It is now oalkd the Ahmtdra murid# jmi* 
lo the west of this k a well, probably coeval with tho temple, 

fo the south-west of the main temple > U a nm&]l shrine dedicated 
to Gap Boa. It has a sanctum preceded by a tuaridapa, The structure 
could lie assigned to tho 13th century on stylistic grounds. 
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The temple of Goddess (Northern Kailasa) 

To the north of the mum tempi* is a email shrine now housing the 
Goddess, BrhftnnSyaki, the consort of Lord GangaikopdfichOUavftra. 
The temple, as mentioned earlier, resembles the southern Kailasa in every 
aspect and is called Uttarn Kailasa. It has a sanctum, preceded by a 
front m(i*\lnpn, provided with side-steps. In front of this is a bigger 
mandapa (moAwaondnpa), which is well preserved, unlike its southern 
counterpart. The niches on tlie sanctum and the front mandnjm carry 
the same sculptures os in the southern Kailasa. Thus GaneSa, Nutaraja, 
Bhikshntana, Subrahmariya, hakshinamurti, Lingodhhh&va, Brahma, 
Bhuirava, Ardhauiri, Durga, and Gaunprasoda are noticed in order, from 
the south, while in tho southern Kailasa, the northern niche of the garbhagrhn 
is empty, a sculpture of bearded Brahma is noticed in this temple. Two 
gatekeepers flank the entrance. In front of the gatekeepers, in the 
ntahdmawliipa, are images of Suraswati in the north and Gajaiakshmi in 
tho south, These two Goddesses, Lakshmi and Saraewati, occupy the 
same position in the main temple and also in the great temple of 
Tiinj&vuf. They occupy these positions to suit some ritual needs. It is 
significant that the mdhdnia^detptt has steps to it only on the aide. In ancient 
times, step* were always provided un the sides and not in front of the 
sanctum. The beautiful image of Goddess now enshrined in the sanctum 
of this temple should be a later instillation. Originally the temple should 
have enshrined a Siva Linga, like the southern Kailasa. Though separate 
shrines fur Goddesses came to lm built in the main temples only from the 
reign of HSjemira I. no Devi-ihrine was built originally in this temple, the 
pretwuL ono being clearly a lutnr institution. 

The ChandikeSvara shrine 

The little temple to the north-east of the central shrine enshrining 
t'h.-indikcavara, the steward of ffev* temple is of interest. It is an all 
stone tempht built on a raised basement, with a storeyed superstructure. 
The sanctum in approached by aide steps. Inside the sanctum is an 
image of Cfaandikitsvara, coeval with the temple. The outer walla of this 
sanctum have niches on all the thro© sides, carrying sculptures of Chandi- 
keivara. He is the principal subsidiary’ deity in 3iva temples and till 
about 13th century A,P. all transactions relating to the temple were made 
in his name. Hence a separate shrine is provided for him in the temple 
complex- This shrine is coeval in time with the main tomple. 
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The main temple 

The main temple consists of a sanctum lower called Sri Virndm or 
Sri k&il, a big rectangular i mundapa called the maharrmntffipa with an 
intervening vestibule called mHikamaffljtaprt* 

The Sri ITmaiiu consists of the following parts beginning with the 
lowest baacmetit. 

h The basement (upa-piiha) 

2. The base (adhisihtdna) 

3. The wall [hhitii) 

4. The roof cornice (pras/am) 

5- The garland of miniature shrines (ham) 

G- Thu storeys (frifta or Muim) 

7. The neck (jfrfpa) 

8* The crown {silhnra) and 

9* The finial 

According to architectural treatises fi basements (tipa-pilA/is) are intro* 
duced in temples to increase tho height ofth© main tower; to add to struc- 
tura! stability and to make the temple tower majestic. That these purposes 
are magnificently fulfilled hy tho basements of both the Tanjavfir 
temple and Qangaikon.dacliolapnnim temple, may be noticed oven by a 
casual visitor not conversant with architectural principles. Besides the 
purples mentioned above, the hnaemont also provides, a space to walk 
around the tower T In this temple, the basement is ornamented with 
sculptures of lions and feogrifFs with lifted paws. 

The main base ndhtfthldna b decorated with well defined courses, 
consisting of the lotus moulding tidaspadma t and the kttmuda moulding, 
topped by a frieze of leogrifia and riders. This constitute the main base, 
the top of which forms the flooring level of the inner sanctum. 

1 hat portion of the structure rising above the main base up- 
to the roof cornice is called ‘the wall* {bkUti or k£I)> It is the principal 
element that encases the main sane turn and carries on it a number of 
niches housing various deities. The wall in this temple is divided into 
two horizontal courses by an intervening cornice. The lower and upper 
courses have aa equal number of niches, on all the three sides except the 
front. 


Oil the vertical axis Lhe wall surfaces art' will defined by inter¬ 
vening rwenanc forming a rectangle in the oen.tre and squares at the 
mmmrs* Each is made up of a central niche hem*mg a deity. Hanked by a 
group of small sculptures which in turn are Ihnkfid by pilasters simulat¬ 
ing pillars. Thus each niche housing a deity appears as a miniature 
shrine. The meftsed walls in the lower courses carry a vase and pilaster 
ornamentation, while on the upper courses, there are small niches hous¬ 
ing doilies Tims there are five principal deities in the lower course and 
nine deities in the upper course on ouch side, Since tho mukhamandajrtw 
a hulls tho eastern wall, only one niche is retained in the lower coarse. On 
either side of tho eastern wall, the upper course retains the principal 
nkhfr at tho comers and smaller niches at the recessed wads. 

The sculptures in the lower courses. of the Sri fimdna depict various 
aspects of diva Arid also the subsidiary deities who include Ganesa, Vishnu* 
Riilirahmariya, Durgu, Brahma, and Bhoirava, supplemented by Lakshmi, 
Safaswati, and Durga in the niches of the great merpe/apfl. The sculptures 
were made separately and fitted into the ruches. They aro flanked by a 
group of small sculptures, carved in situ, iiltaatrating the theme the nicho 
sculpture seeks tu represent. Tho sculptures on the tipper courses repre¬ 
sent* besides aome aspects of diva, the guardian deities of the eight quar¬ 
ters. 


The roof cornice consists mainly of three parts: (a) the frieze of 
dwarfs at the bottom, (h) the cornice forming the outer edge of the 
ceiling roof proper and* (e) the frieze of leogriffs on the top* The 
cornice is decorated with plain spade’like ornamentation topped by the 
head of a loo griff. 

A row of miniature shrines runs around tho tower like a garland, 
end m called a Aura. It consists of square pavilions at the corners, 
rectangular pavilions In the midtile, with a nest (widu) ornamentation in 
between. 

Above this rise the main tower, consisting of nine Stone* includ¬ 
ing the ground floor. The upper stories of the main tower carry the same 
type of ornamentation, consisting of square and oblong pavilions except 
a change: the central wngun-shaped pavilion is flanked by square ones 
Instead of t+ the nests", tho whole being projected forward than the rest. 
This is a change from tho Tanjavur tower, which presents a pyramidal 
appearance without tlw central projection* 


Tim niH'k i« provided with four niches in the cardinal directions 
ami bull* at the corners. The niches are topped by arch-like embellish¬ 
ment called lirtimukhtia. 

Tile globular element on the top called Bikhara ia according to 
tradition, made of one stone weighing many tonnes. But, in fact, it is 
made of ninny pieces of cat stones dressed for the purpose, as may bo 
seen from the portion whore the piaster has fallen down. 

The finial, AtUpi is a metal vaso with a lotus bud design at the top. 
It is gilded with gold and is staid to carry an inscription named after 
Nallak kit- tola - u dnynr, a Poligar of Ctjnyarpalaiyaijj, It ja not known 
whether the sfSpi is the original one and probably guilded by the Fulmar 
or is a new one gifted by him. 

The sanctum enshrining the main deity, Is encased by an inner 
wall. Between the inner wall and the outer, there is an intervening passage, 
called edadAtira running all around. The two walla are juined at the top by 
a series of corbelling. They are provided to support the massive super- 
structure. In the great temple of Tanjavur, the outer wails have openings 
in the centre leading into the intervening passage. Facing the openings 
are sculptures of deities. The inner fucoa of the passage are painted 
with scenes depicting exploits of &va and his devotees. But in the temple 
of Gangaikondflcholapuram, no painting is noticed in the inner passage. 
The central openings and corresponding sculptures, are also not found 
hero. This inner passage around the sanctum is also found on the 
first floor. In the Tanjavur tom pie the inner wall of this passage carries 
108 puses of dancing &v», of which 83 are fully finished and the rest 
are incomplete. But in Gangiiikoud:u!h<5liipLiraiu no such sculptural 
representation is noticed. 

The inner sanctum, house# a vary big S$iva Lingo, rising to a height 
of thirteen feet. It is said to lu; the biggest &v«, Linga enshrined in a 
sanctum in any South Indian temple. The entrance to the sanctum is 
guarded by massive doorkeepers, dvtirapatan. 

The malleiP<t immediately proceeding the sanctum is approached 
by stop* leading to it from tba north mid the south sides and also 
from the groat ma&bipa in the oaaL The entrance* are guarded by big 
dvarapalos of remarkable beauty. The mwtapa is supported bv tussive 
plain and square pillar*. The eastern walls Hanking the opening to the 


great mandapa carry group* of small sculpture* illustrating Suivito 
tli'-mo*. TJie following are the tire nos thus represented- 

The episode of USvana travelling in hi* chariot' slinking the 
Kftilasu matmtaln; 'iv.t seated with Uma, pressing the mountain with^his 
tot - Havanas anguish under the weight of the mountain and finally Siva 
bestowing boons on Ravnpa, are depicted in throe panels 

The second episode on the seme wall depicts Vishnu, worshipping 
£sivn with 1000 lotus flu wore; finding one short he plucks his own eye and 
offers it as a flower; diva be*tows grace on Vishnu. The panels closer to 

the entrance depict the marriage of ^iva with Umii. Uma, the daughter 
Him ay in, desirous of marrying &va, undertakes austerities and worships 
£>iva, after testing her steadfastness as a beautiful youth, marries 
her; the celestial* witness the marriage; Brahma, the creator offers obla¬ 
tion to tlm sacrificial fire and Vishnu gives Urn* in marriage to Siva. 

The east wall close to the entrance on the northern aide depicts 
the Kiratarjuna scone* Arjuna the Tandava hero performs austerities 
to obtain a Basupata weapon; Siva as a hunter accompanied by Umi 
as a huntress, tests Arjuna’s devotion; picks up a quarrel with Arjuna 
over a kill; Arjuna not knowing the personality behind the hunter, 
enters into a duel with him and is ultimately vanquished; .Siva manifesting 
himself beutows the weapon. 

At the extreme north of the same side are portrayed two episodes, 
one representing Siva quelling the pride of God of death, in order to 
protect Ida devotee and the other representing Saint Chaiidikeswnra a 
great devotee of Siva, cutting off the leg of his father, who disturbed his 
faith and £«va bestowing grace on both father and son. 

Though these group sculptures are carefully selected, they are 
imperfectly finished and lack the beauty and elegance of thu sculptures of 
the main tower. 

The Mahatnandapa 

Had the original mahamaiyiapa been preserved, it would have 
retained the grandeur of its conception and beauty. But as it is, only 
the portion uptn the main base iff original. The side walls, the 
pillars and the ceilings have been reconstructed, probably in the IHth 
Ltenturv A. D. Obviously the superstructure should have crumbled due 



to neglect end vegetation, However « part uf the original haa survived 
upto the ceiling nt the western end. Front the surviving portion it may 
be soon, the roof {pmtfnrn\ of the mahmimipdapa was in level with Hip 
prastara of the ground floor [Adi AASmi) of the main Vimdnn. Like tho 
walks of the main Pi maim, a horizontal cornice divides the outer walls of 
the mafiiii/uintpipu into two parts. They cany a series of niches both in 
the upper and iownr courses. Tho sculptures or VidyCsvaras. Varna, 
Adilyas and other subsidiary deities were probably enshrined m tin-in. 
As mentioned earlier, llie dtlihbUmi of the main Vimnma has two floors 
inside tho mndhttra passage, the intervening cornice forming tho inter- 
mediate floor level. Tho mahdman$apa should have been a two storeyed 
pavilion, quito fitting with the mithdprA*ada of the temple. In view of 
the tall d vara polos guarding the entrance to tho mukhimanfapn, the 
ventral passage should have had only the tippor coiling without tho 
intermediate flooring. Thus the central passage was flanked by two 
storeyed structures. resembling the storeyed cloister of tho enclosure, It 
is likely that the mahdiiuin^apa of TanjivIIr was also originally a two 
storeyed structure. They would havo presented a most spectacular sight 
when tho deities were taken out in procession through the mahdmapflapa. 

As it stands today the inner side of the mandnpv has a central 
passage, leading from tho front to the sanctum flanked by two raised 
platforms and a passage running around. Two massive dvarapalaa arc 
noticed nt the western end guarding the entrance to the pt ukSama ndapa. 
A room at the south western corner houses a beautiful Somaskanda 
image and a few other bronzes. A few sculptures and bronzes receiving 
regular worship ate on the northern plat form. Tho north eastern corner 
houses an into ms ting Solar altar, now worshipped as namjrahi (nine 
planets). 

Tho front entrance to the great mandapn, is again approached bv 
steps from north und south. Tho entrance to the fntindnjut is guarded by 
massive dvarapalas. As the flooring of the man^upa is on a high elevation, 
the stops rise to a considerable height forming a high platform in the front. 
It is said that there is a sub-ter rani an passage with steps under this 
platform. Sumo claim that this passage leads to the royal palace, while 
others assert that it leads to the river Kdjidam. Yet a third tradition 
aays that it leads to an underground treasury wherein in valuable proper- 
tins belonging to the temple are preserved. Xone in the living memory 
has set foot on this passage for fear of darkness, poisonous gas and wasps. 


It i» not nntikHv that the empty mKtoi^imd spare belew the greet 
and ttw spare between the steps, worn utilised a* store ham**- 

The original «tep* loading *« the front entrance of the pMt 
ffltindfjmi and the raked platform were probably distorted and rebuilt as 
„ r the stone* built-in haphazardly carry fragmentary inwriptiore. of 

the 13th Century A. D. 

(B) Sculpture 

The sculptures of Ga„«aibo^m-hole5wftram are known for their 
boldness of conception and excellent caut ion. They present pleasing 
and charming fares full of life and rhythm- The images of ^raswalhi, 
Chaiidu&aflugmbwnurthi and NaUraja are undoubtedly from the tetfooi 
hands of a master craftsman who baa carved a permanent place for hi* 
creation* in the art history of TamUnad. 

The sctilptnres on the main Fi««w. ? Tt ‘ Jvt wi»Mn/Hi F and the 
nther anmll shrine* reprint the forms prevalent at that period and occupy 
fixed position* to *«U the needs of worship. an enunciated m the Agamic 
tent* The image* in the northern and southern Kailasa ahnnes occupy 
identical position*- The main temple, beluga muAdpruawfo,introduce* 
additional imago* in its niche*. An image of either Lmgoilhbham or 
Viahnu U placed generally in the niche at the back of the Oarbhagrb i in 
LatempL In the great VimSm of Gangalko^aoto^puram both arc 
found at the back, Vishnu with hi* consorts is seen in tin* lower niche 
while Ungodhbhava b shown in the upper niche. In »m* of the temples 
Of the CbUla period, Subrahmapya is shown here at the back niche, csj^c- 
aifv when the temple faces west. An image of Subrahmapya e, also shown 
h^e at the back of the Garbhagrha. The image of ChapdesMiugrelmmurti 
occupying the north eastern niche is also significant. In Pallava temple, 
like AiravateSrara. Muktefivnra and ItiUngfam «M at Ktorti. 
( f handeianugrabatuiirti figure* are noticed occupying an identical position. 

The upper row of inches in the main Virndna carry sculptures of 
diptJan and eleven Rudres, beside* a few well-known forms of Siva Of 
the eight dikpalas the one occupying the northern quarter » dearly Soma, 
identified by the halo behind Ms head. Soma facing north l* found on the 
third floor of the monolith, Dhamiaraja retha at Mnmallapuram. He is 

also foundintho north on the enclosure wall of the Kudaearuitha tempo 

of KSnehL Soma distinguished by a halo behind hu. head, * always 
shown ad the guardian deity of the north m Tamilnad, unlike m the north 




where Kuhhera its rapraaeiitud on the. Vimana, though both are held 
identical in Architectural treatises* 

It may be Been that besides the images identified, there are eleven 
images with four arms in a staruling posture. The dikpolas are secondary 
deities? caJItsd dm ran#, tllvatas, receiving daily worship* Besides the 
dikpaios the eleven Rudms (Ekida&a Rudras), the twelve Adilyas, the 
eight Yoaua, the eight Fldycavaroa, the eight murthis (ashtamurthhi) and 
some other doilies are also daily worshipped* A affording to Agamic testa 
the eleven Huclras should be shown standing with four arms, holding 
petrasu and mrffa in the upper arms, while the lower ones should be in 
the ahhaya and ear odd poses. Evidently the eleven images on the Yimina 
at Gaugaiknudschnlapnr&m represent the eleven Rndras. The names 
of the eleven Htidras as given in texts are Sadysjata, Yarn Aitova* AghSra* 
Tatparuaha t ! sarin. VTriyunjaya p Vi jay a. Kiranakshw, Aghor&stra* 
Srikanta and Mahoileva. 

The great mandtipa* at Tanjavur and Irangaikondauho lapuram 
carry a number of niches adorned with sculptures, En the Kaillsanathn 
temple of Kauchi images of Lakshtni t Saraawathi p Durga and Jyeehta are 
found in the mundapa. According to Mayumathfl, the well-known South- 
Indian text on architecture, these four forms of Glides sob are to be 
placed outside the Br*thmfirthfinn k the place ocrrupii^i by the main Yiauina. 
In Tnnjavur and G atigaikourf aohol pu ram Lakshin i t .Sara aw At. hi and 
Durga are found in identical niches on the walls of the great 
pavilion. Evidently they are enshrined in these niche h to fulfil 
ritual nerd!!. Some of the sculptures in standing posture found on the 
rmihdrnait[lfTpu have not so fur been identified. It is likely they also 
represent the secondary deities, A series of sculptures at Tanjavilr are 
shewn with two amts, holding a sword and a shield. They are probably 
the eight Ynstm* described in Agamic texts. Unfortunately the great 
iHUHf/upa at the Gangaiko^dachn(apurani has fallen down and undergone 
repairs. The majority of the niches are disturbed and are no more In 
existence. Some of the loose sculptures preaervod in the enclosure may 
belong to this group. 

The reprc-senTation of the guardian deities on the Yirmtna, the 
sculpture placement in the niches of the Yimdna and the presence of 
SaratWathi, Lahshmi and Lhirga in the niches of the muAdmondapn show 
that the builders had architectural treatises before them. 
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The following is t ho sculpture placement in the lower niches of th© 

main 

EAST-WALL < SOUTH SIDE) 

KAXKXLAPHARA Six armed standing figure in trihhnnm pO0e. 
Tho upper right arm holds a snake; the middle one feeds the mr<ja and 
the low* one playing on ndukkai is broken. The upper left nnn holds a 
trident across the back with « chowri hanginn; the middle cmn is placed «n 
the head of n dwarf standing by the side and the bottom holding the 
ii(luItf ni is broken. Pair of sandals adorn the foot. The plaster and paint¬ 
ing on the figure belong to a later period. 

On the wall to the right of give are shown Surya on top; Bhutagn- 
nan in tho middle and wives of sages at the bottom. The wall to th© left 
of &v* carries Chandra on top, gams in the middle and wives of sages at 

the bottom. 

The mfltnrfi (orono above this niche carries a bas-relief of Uin** 
jnahcsvitrn in the middle. 

SOUTH-WALL 

GAJTESA :* Ganesa, dancing with four arms; upper right arm holds a 
paroninf; the Sower right holds th© broken tusk; the upper left arm is 
lifted up: the lower left arm holds a fruit. The right Leg is lifted up in 
rhythmic stance. Surya and Chandra, gapas and bhutas are shown on 
the sidewalk. Below the feet are shown three ganas. playing maddala, 
cymbals and conch. The Centre of the torana carries a faint carving. 
It represents a seated tiger, two fish and a bow which was the royal 
insignia of Rajindrach6la. 

ARDH ANARI A standing figure in Tribhunga pose with three arras; 

two to the right and one to the left. The upper right holds n ptir**a, while 
the lower right rests on the head of a bull standing besides it, Thu 
only left carries a full blow u flower, probably nlWpute. A parrot 
seated on the arm is seen pocking the pollen. The right side of the 
head Is adorned with a jujamaittfo and the left with a f,v*aiximfAa. 
A lion pendant in the right ear and a roll pendant in the left are seen. 
A parasol abovo and one fly whisk on cither sid art- shown. The 
breast is shown pronouncedly on the left empbu i/.itig the feminine 
aspect. The left leg wears a sari extending upt-'t the knee. The right 
leg wears btirujtpdda. 




No sculpture is represented on the aide walls. The middle of 
the TMikara tomna carries wavy lines. This figure of Ardhanari is 
particularly charming with a captivating smile on its face. The artist has 
been able to bring forth masculine firmness and feminine tenderness 
in the came face, 

DAKSHTSTIMCRTI :* Tbo original figure of D^kshinamurti that should 
have adorned thi« niche seems to have been lost. The present one k 
a late figure that could be assigned 13th Century A. D. It la 
disprnportkinalG to the niche and is dwarfish. It la flimiliar to the 
sculptures of the period seated on a mountain with four arms. The 
upper right arm holds a rosary of beads. The lower right is in a 
teaching posture; the npper left holds fife and the lower * a book. The 
right leg is planted on the back of a lying dwarf; the left is bent find 
placed on the right knee. One of the image of sage, wearing kandaUi 
ear ornaments seems to be original. The side walls have four rows of 
miniature nrulptures. East-wall two sages and two grin as: five women 
in second row; six ganas in third row and four sages in the fourth row + 
West wall > first rnw, A gawky a, two dev as and Surya; second nw t 
dev as; third row devus and sages; and two devotees in the fourth row. 

HARAHARI Four armed figure standing erect in pose. 

The right of the figure represents Ham and tho left HarL This figure is 
generally called Harihara* but the Saivito Again as designate thin figuro 
as Harahari. The upper ri^hfc arm of the figure holds the ave and the 
lower right in buun bestowing (aHiAuyu) pose; the upper left arm holds 
a conch and the lower firm h on the thigh, Tho rfttJcUhi* the; lower 
garment on the left is shown upto the knee while the one un the right 
represent 4 th*; skin shown above tho knee. No sculptures -vro shown 
cm the side walk. A lotus is shown above the niche, 

ADAVALLAR (Najarajft) : A delightful figure of four armed dancing 
Siva, bidding kettle drum in the upper right arm and boon bestowing 
palm on the lower right. Tho upper left carries tire and the lower left is 
thrown across the body in ffajnkn ila. The matted tods are flying in 
rhythm on either side. On the right is shown Canga, By the Mi side 
of the log is shown an eight armed dancing F£a!i+ carrying drum,, swords 
trident, tibftaffa, ri'indrikfirfta etc, A three legged figure, probably 
rep refloat ing K uli is seen on the right. Below the feet is shown the woman- 
saint Karaikkal Amrnai, who on account of her devotion, was endowed this 
privileged position of being sea toil below the seat of the Lord* singing 


his Otminom, Three Oanas are atari shown playing symbols and madden. 
On the west side wall La shown Siirya on top. Rubra hmapya seated 
on p&acock is shown flying towards the Lord while C an a pat i movea 
equally hrbkly on his rat. Further down is four armed Nandikeavara 
playing mnddfda. Chandra is shown on the top on the side wall to the 
oast, Two armed Goddess Parra ti is leaning on a majestically loot¬ 
ing hull; she holds a Joins in her right arm, 

WEST WALL 

QASGADHARA t Four armed standing figure of &embracing 
Parvati standing by his Hide. Tim upper right arm of j5iva receives the 
falling Oanga in his matted fnek; the h»wer right mores gently armnirl 
Porvati- The upper left holds rarga; the loft is placed on the thigh. 
The right arm of the Deri is placed on the thigh while the left 
10 bent. Three rows of miniat ure sculptures arc noticed on the side 
walls. Sfirya is shown on top of t he wall right of sSira; Do™ are in the 
middle and two devotees at the bottom. The loft wall carries Chandra 
at the top, devotees in the middle and Elm gi rat ha doing penance at 
the bottom. It is significant that the beck wall (west wall) at the Knila- 
san&tha temple of K afield carries n CfAp^adhara in a separate cell-shrine, 

IdNCORH BRAVA ;■ Four armed standing figure of Lingodhbhava 
emanating From the shaft of life. The right upper arm holds axe and the 
lower ta in the abfmya pose; the left upper holds antelope and the 
lower is placed on the thigh. The leg below the ankle is hidden* A 
garland of flowers is shown around the Linga portion at the top. Vishjhui 
as a boar id shown at the bottom in an outline* Brahma as swan is not 
represented. 

MAR A VISHNU : Four armed standing figure of Vishnu holding discus 
and the oiAuj/n pose in the right arms and conch and hand-on-thigh 
pose with the left. On his right ia shown turn armed Sn wearing a 
htcoat band and on the left is Blinder i, The side walls show Rurya and 
Chandra at the top* dero* in the middle h and sages at the bottom. 

SUBRAHMANYA : A delightful figure of four armed standing Rubrah- 
manya. carrying SaLii and TojVo in the upper arms while holding the 
lower right in rjM aya, and the left on thigh. A prominent garland of 
flowers characteristic of Rub rah many a figures is shown at the root of the 
crown. The Deva wears cAnaanr'iru. 


VTSFTXIT ANUORAHAMCRTI: The God and Coddes* seated on a 
potlewtJiL Site font Ufiwd, carrying Pamm and m*g<* in th* upper arms: 
the lower left is placed on the thigh while tho right is in the pose nf hold¬ 
ing something, probably Chakra. Tho figure may bo taken to represent 
Chakradananunrti or Vishnu anugrhnmgrtL The Devi Heated to the loft 
of the Lord holds a liliy in her right, arm. A parasol and a pair ufchourfea 
nrp shown above. Due to weathering, the stone lias pea ted olT from the 
figure. 

The side wall to the left of the Lord carries an imago of C'liandra on 
top: two devotees in tho middle and at tho bottom is shown Vishnu 
worshipping Si VS. Tho right wall carries Sfity* at the top and devote** 
m tlit: middle. The bottom figures have weathered. 

NORTH- WALL 

KAL AX DHAKA Four armed &va, destroying Kola, right leg placed 

on Kola, and with the loft pressing him. The upper right arm holding 
pam*v (axo) j s about to strike- the tower right holds the trident at 
eiUMj; the upper iaft holds a mttpt and the lower left points to Kata. Kala 
a fairly big figure, is shown struggling under the foot of the lord. 

Bide wails carry Surya and Chandra at the top. On one side there are 
devotees and on another is shown Marksndi-ya, the boy-saint worshipping 
Linga and the (rod of death dragging him forcibly with a rope. 

DURGA : Eight armed standing figure holding discus, arrow, sword and 
abhttyn with the right arms and conch, bow, skidd and ha rid-on-thigh 
po«: with the left. Below her legs is shown a buffalo head imperfectly 
carved, Behind her fltanda a lion. 

BRAHMA t Four armed standing, three headed (the fourth head at the 
j»ok not being visible) and bearded figure of Brahma in erect pow. 
Hold* »ruh and mttw in the upper right arm and a rosary of bends in the 
, rJ * ht - a bun ' ?h of dharbha grass in the upper left and a 

V**™ ,n tfl0 ^ ,tW ' cr He » flanked by two armed Devis. The 

Goddess to the right of Brahma, holds a hundio of palm loaves in her left 
arm. Evidently she is Samsvati. The Goddess to the left is obviously 
-nvjtri. as Brahma is called SavitnpatL The side walk carry 8iirya and 
Ubioan and Dev as? rind bagm, 

BHAfRAVA : Eight armed standing nude figure, wearing a garland or 
» ‘ulk. A big snake oofls * round the thighs; round ball-like eyes, pm t red- 






Eng teeth, flame like hairs; hulding & trident, pa ram, a word and noose in 
the right arm; and with left, tire, kapaUt, khntvanga and bell. Behind 
the Sgdre i* thown an imperfectly carved hound- 

Ki WlNTAKA Four nr rued seated figure; right upper arm holding a 
rosary of headu and the lower arm pointing down. The toll upper arm 
holds a ehotrrt and the lower is placed on thigh. The head dress ia 
delightfully treated anti has a distinctiveness of its own- 

Tlie aide wall to the right carries a figure doing penance on top; below 
are two devotees. On the left aide at the top is shown Man in at ha aiming 
an arrow at Siva. Two devotees are shown in the middle and at the 
bottom are shown Manmatha and Rathi. 

EAST-WALL (NORTH SIDE) 

Q FI A NT) ESA NT'fi RAH A M 0 RTI ; Siva seated on a throne with four 
arms curries axe arid untolopo in his upper arms; with Lbe lower the Lord 
lb scum crowning Chapd^ with a garland of flower*, * symbol of affect ion 
and stewardship- Chanties* is seen seated In front and with folded arms 
receiving the pride oF pl«# bestowed on him hy his Lord. Chandas* is 
the embodiment of devotion and piety and the place he attained is consi¬ 
dered the highest, a devotee of ^iva is privileged with. It ia called the 
Chandlm padam* the abode of deliverance. According to &uvti Siddhantu 
Siva bestows this grace, in the company of Sakti, Flis consort. In the 
mu 1 dure under reference, Psirvati or Umiv ParimeSwari as she is often 
dest'Hicd* is seated hy the side of Her Ijord. The treatment of orna¬ 
ments, the portrayal of limbs and affection with which Siva is &e*m tak¬ 
ing the garland around the head of ChaijdcBa are suggestive and truely 
convey the supreme menage of Saira SiddhfiikA, the image seeku to 
depict. In the figure of Cfliuncje^f liujundr* Lbola has carved his own 
Image. Sri C + Sivarauiamurti in his work ‘the Oho la temples * states that 
HA The most remarkable carving hen?, the OhandesamigTahamurti panel, is 
almost a suggest ion of the laurels won by Rajcndr* through the grace of 
Siva and he humbly presents himself as a devotee of Lord, who blessed 

On the side walls is shown the story of Chapdeaa; Chandesa 
worshipping Siva aa a Liiiga; the cows standing by the Bide; his father 
watching the happenings hiding him so If behind the branches of a tree; 
disturbing ChandeBa's worship; purturhod Chandcsa throwing his axe at 
his father anti Siva bestowing grace on both. 
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SARAfTH ATI : Facing the image of Choudesanugrahamurti, on the west 
w*H of I the Mnhanmmhpn is another delightful figure of Sar&swati, the 
Goddess of knowledge. The Devi is Boon seated On a lotus throne with 
four arm a; holds a rosary of beads and an cimrta kolas* with the upper 
arms and palm leaves and teaching pose with the lower ones; behind her 
is shown a prabba, aureole, 

LAKSHMI : Correspondingly on the South side of fcho mahdm**dapa t in 
the west wall is an image of Goddess Lakshmi, seated on a lotas throne 
with two arms. The Devi holds lotus flowers in her arms; unlike Karsg- 
vati. ehe is seen wearing a breast-band. Above her are shown two ele¬ 
phants pouring water from golden pots held in their trunks. 

Sculptures in tho niches of the upper course of the main Fimana. 
EAST- WALL (SOUTH SIDE) 

L Surya standing, 

2. Bearded Agui (guardian of the south-oast), 

SOUTH WALL 

Kaiantaka Siva. 

A four armed deity in standing pose. 

It 

Yunia (guardian of the south). 

Dakshiuamurthi. 

Four armed deity (standing), 

*do- 
-do- 

^ryti (guardian of the south-west) 

B2nk*h&tajm. 

Thrfje bft&d&ri figure 

Four armed deity probably Varuna (Guardian of the 

west), 

Vishnu. 

LingQdbhava, 

17. Brahma, 

IS. Two armed deity probably Vayu (Guardian of the North 

W«t). 


3. 

4. 

6 . 

6, 

7. 

a. 

0. 

10. 

11, 

WEST WALL 
M. 

13. 

14. 

Ifl, 

10. 
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10. Four Armed deity. 
20, Four armed deity. 


NORTH WALL 


21. Gan ripros jy la. 

£2. Four armed deity. 

23. Four armed deity. 

24. Soma (guardian of the north; distinquiahed by a halo 

behind) 


25. 

20 . 

27. 

28 . 
20 . 

EAST- WALL 


Brahma. 

Four armed deity. 

Four armed deity, Isaim (guardian of the north-east) 
Bhu-varaha Vishnu. 

Subrehmnpya, 

{NORTH SIDE) 


30, Gaj&aathhara. 

31, Chandra 


DVARAPALAS (GATE KEEPERS) 

There are altogether a is pairs of mass ire, monolithic drarapiiinn 
guarding the various entrances to the main temple, of which four pairs 
are found in the east. The first pair guard the entrance tower at the 
east. They are now fallen down and lie upside down. The second pair is to 
be seen at the eastern entrance to the m'vhdmandapu. The entrance from 
the mnhdmandttpa to the mukhamandapa is guarded by a third pair while 
the fourth guard the entrance to the sanctum. The side entrances to the 
mukhamanjlapa from the south and the north are also guarded by dvara- 
palas of exquisite workmanship. These dvarapHu are A class by them- 
selves. The Agamic texts mention four pairs of drnr&pnla*. each to 
guard a cardinal direction. Their names are given as under. East Nandi 
and Mahakata; South Herambha and Bhringi; Weal Durmukha and 
P^ujnra and North Sita and Asito. The Ptmdfta of the Tanjavur temple 
has four pairs of dvarapalos each guarding a direction. Evidently they 
represent the images named above. In the temple of Gangaikopdacho la- 
pur am the Vimdiut does not carry d vara pains except in the east. The 
dvanipains guarding the entrances to the ijurbhayrha are certainly Nandi 
and Mah jfcjls . In nil Likelihood the dvarapiil 11.3 guarding the south and 





north entrances to the Mukbamnnfapa are Herambh* and Bhringt, 
Durmukha and Pan4nra respectively. 

THE SOLAR ALTAR 

The solar altar called Saura pltlia in Agamic text a is in the form of 
a full blown lotus on a square pedestal in two tiers. The upper fcinr 
carries eight deities portrayed at eight directions. They are considered 
the eight planets, which, including the central lotus representing Surya 
(sun) constitute the nnmgrahn*. (nine planets) worshipped by the Hindus for 
the bestowal of good fortune and the removal of obstacles, The lower tier 
is modelled an a ohnrriot with wheels on either side, drawn by seven horses. 
Arena the Charioteer of Surya is shown driving the horses. The seven 
horses are said to represent the seven days of the week. The wheels are orna¬ 
mented with twelve petals, representing the twelve months of a year. At 
the corners are seen dying celestials, gandhamas carrying dower garlands. 

The Agamic texts specify the worship of Hurra in the form of a 
lotus altar. Evidently this is a representation of Saura piths, solar altar, 
intended for daily worship. This elegant piece is also decidedly « 
Ohalukyan sculpture, probably brought here as a war trophy, In recent 
years, it has assumed great significance ns a large number of devotees 
worship it os Navagralia for the fulfilment of their vows. When the planet 
Saturn changes its position once in 27 mouths, nearly a million people 
i^ffpr worship to this altar. 

OTHER SCULPTURES : Bps He* the sculpt urea found on thd waits of 
the shrines, a few loose sculpt urea are also found in the temple. A few 
of them have been collected and embedded on a platform by the side of 
the northern entrance. The following sc nipt area are found embedded:- 
Bhiksh atria, Lingudbbava, Chines*, Sub rah many a, Devi, Virahhadra, 
Brahma, Durga, CJmntJraetSkhara, Vrebabhantika, Vumdhara, Surya’ 
Sage. Hvarapaia, three figures of Nigaraja, two images of Vinailliara and 
four figures probably representing secondary deities. ‘ On the south enalo- 
mire wall, near tho southern Kailas*, are found embedded a four armed 
standing Ardhaniri. a Cajaiakshmi and two images of Surya, By the 
Hide of the Lion-well, is found an image of Vishnu with Sridevi standing. 
By the side of the Solar pith a, in tho maAdmanJapa there are, an image 
of eight armed Durga and » Surya. These two images are in Chalukyau 
style and probably were brought as trophies, Sri C. Sivaramamurti in 
‘the Chou temple * state* that the Nandi in th B temple of Goddess is 
CbaJukyan in etyle. 
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(C) Bronzes 

There are a few bronzes of remark able beauty preserved in the 
temple. They were probably gifted for worship when the temple was 
eroctofl Of the classical bronzes in the collect inn, SQinaskanda, Subrah- 
miijydi Dnrga, Bhft^asnkti, Adhikaranandi and probably Vrshabhantika 
am to he unsigned to the period uf Hajendra I, 

BHOOA3AKTI : A two armed standing image of Parrati of arresting 
beauty is now placed near the aanrium. 

DUROA : Foot armed standing figure in erect (xamabhanffa) pose; 
ho Mb discus and conch in the upper arms and boon-batoning and hand- 
on-thigh puses in the lower firms. The Goddess is shown wearing a 
breast-band; buffalo head is not represented below the feet. Appro¬ 
priate with its role the figure displays firmness with which the Goddess 
struck the demon. The conch and discus are supported by metal pieces 
issuing from the back. 

A DRIKiE AN A ND1 : Four armed figure in abhaya pose, standing on a 
lutuft pedestal. The upper pair uf arms hold axe and antelope; the lower 
anus in anjuli pose hold a garland of flower in between. This image is 
particularly a good specimen representing the theme. 

SOMiSKANBA : Quite fitting with the great Ling* in the sanctum and 
the iriahaprosada of the temple, the group of Sumaskanda in the temple 
is fairly big in size and exhibits all the classical qualities of the Chula 
age* The group consist* uf Sira seated majestically on a pedestal with 
four arms. A two armed B&vt is shown by the side. The original Skanda 
image is missing. The figures of &vn and Devi closely resemble the 
sculptures on the lower niches of the main vim ana. The group could be 
assigned to the period of Rajrndra I and was probably the principal 
Sftm&skanda image of the temple. It may be men tinned that the bronze 
image of Somaskanda is the main processional deity, representing the 
Ung& in the sikiietnin. The S5nLlskanda image of Thiruvorur is called 
Vldi Vitapkar and the one at Tain j Sr fir waa called Dakdiiriameru 
Vitankar. The Vimana of Tanjavfir temple was called Dakshinanieru 
by its builder Rajarfija 1* The group of Sfim&gkandfi in the Gangalkonda- 
cholapurarn temple should have been the main processional deity of the 
temple. Tills is the biggest group of SomaskamU image of the 
imperial QtaU period now known to exist. 
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SCBRAHMANYA : By fur the best bronze in the collection of the temple 
is the Subrnhmasya image variously oallod Karthikeya, Devaeenapatlu sml 
Muruga. The Image about 3J,' in height is shown with four anna standing 
on a lotus Beat. Unlike the conventional lotus pedestals seen hi most of 
the bronze images, the present one is rnitifltujidly treated. The protrutfon 
at the bottom was probably to slide the image into a bigger pedestal 
which is now missing. Tim right upper arm holds sakti, tho top of which 
ts broken; the lower right holds a sword of which only the handle now 
remains, the blade is tost; the loft upper arm holds a cock and the lower 
left holds a shield. The figure is elegantly proportioned and delightfully 
adorned with ornaments. The vigour rms poise and the charming * railing 
i are fiu PEC»t(ve of youth and beauty. Subrahmapya as Muruga is 
adored as tho embodiment of youth, hoauty and knowledge. Muruga is the 
darling of the Tamil country. His exploits are celebrated’ in Tamil litera¬ 
ture; Subralminnya is a War God, Devasenapathi the greatest comma,ntor- 
in-ohicf of the celestials, Kajcndra l was the greatest commander, the 
Tamd country ever saw. It is of interest to note that this great here 
has chosen Subrabmariy* as his favourite dotty. The sword, saktf, aid 
the shield in the hands of tho image symbolise Su brahman ya’s martini 
quality wluJe the oaak stands for tho final 


Arana : Four armed image of &va standing cross logged, 
llie lower right arm la bent and placed on the head of a hull which is 
missing. The tali head dress, a Ja^nai-uta ts somewhat disproportionate 






VI 


Minor Shrines 


DURGA 5HEUXE3 : Inias't 1 !! of Durga arc enshrined in four cardinal 
directions of ill* palace* Tradition my& that these images guarded 
the four gates of the fortified city. Those are now at Pallioclai in the 
north, at Meykiivalputhux in the easi t and on Virareddi street in the south. 
The fourth in the west was originally near the bund of the great lake 
but has recently been brought nearer to the palace and enshrined. 

DURGA OX VlRAREDDI STREET: The Durga on Vlramidi street 
ta a remarkable piece, Durga is shown with eight arms, standing; 
right arms hold arrow from the quiver, chakra and a sword; the lower 
right is with a trident piercing the demon shown at her feet. The left 
arms hold mnkfm, how, shield and the dying demon, Mahisha. Durga 1 a 
left leg is planted on the chest of the demon while her right [eg steadies 
her on the ground. Her mount is shown to the right at the bottom. 
The demon holding a shield and a sword is on his knees slowly sinking. 
A halo is shown behind the deity. A careful study of the sculpture,, 
the arms, the weapons, the dying demon and the style and the treat¬ 
ment of the figure suggest that this sculpture is Chuiukyan in 
origin and was brought as war trophy* 

KANAKKITPILLAI VAR : A few furlongs to the south west of the big 
temple is a small shrine P enshrining a seated Garussa of considerable 
beauty. It is four armed, holding the little axo, rosary of beads, a broken 
tusk, and a mat tiling a fruit. Around the waist is seen a serpent belt. 
This image also seems to be Chalukyan in origin. 

KURUVALAPPAK TEMPLE: The Y^ishnu temple about a mile to the 
west of the great temple is now called Ktiruvalappar temple, believed to be 
a contraction of the term Kurogai Kavalsppar. The temple is intimately 
associated with the lives of two Vaishnavite saints, Xathamcmi and his 
grand son Alavand&r. Xalhamuui spent hh last days here. Ahivandar on 
hearing that Xatbamuni was on his death bed, hurried to this place; but 
before he could reach, the great Acharya passed away, Sri AJavandlr 
erected a temple in the place where the Ackarya attained salvation. 
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According to tradition the present temple was the one built by Alavandgr, 
The main deity called Vlraniray.'ipap Perumal is m standing pose. TUe 
temple ia preceded by a a mall entrance tower, 

AIYANAR TEMPLE : To the south east of the palace remains, is a 
anuitl shrine of Aiyanar. The temple faces south and houses a beautiful 
image of Aiyanar and his consorts Turn* and Puahkala. The sculptors 
of Aivanar k an elegant image and closely resembles the sculptures on 
the main temple and decidedly a sculpture of Kajendra'a period* 



Vif 


Epigra phs 

Twolvo inscription* and a few fragment* have h«en notified ao far 
on the temple, An inscription of Virsr5jpudf& (»huln, the third son of 
Rujiendra-I is the earliest and lengthiest running to about 21ft lines. Tt 
relates to gift* of lauds in a number of villages in the Chain, empire, the 
procBExls which were to bo utilised for worship and maintenance of 
the temple. The accuracy with which the boundaries mid measurements 
of the lands ure recorded, the taxes from which the lands were exempted, 
tho crops that were raised in the Linds, the total quantity of grains to bo 
measured out to tho temple hy each villa pro. tho names of the officers who 
drafted tho endowment, the names of those who compared tho drafting, 
tho names of those who entered them in registers eto., recorded in detail 
in this epigraph, show the efficiency and thoroughness of Chula ad minis* 
tration. 

These gifts were ordered by Yirarajendra while he was in the royal 
palace at Kanvh’ipuram in his fifth regnal year. Though this is a single 
record, it relates to more than six orders of the king. Tile epigraph 
records that the order would take effect from the regnnl yearn of Rijendra-I 
and Rajadhiraja-f, The earliest regnal year of R&jendra from which an 
ri] e r was to take effect, is mentioned a* the 23rd, Evidently the temple 
was completed and consecrated before that (1035 A. D.), It is 
likely that Rajendm, the builder of the temple, himself made these 
gifts. Probably they had not been recorded and Virarajsodra ordered theta 
to be entered in the proper registers. There are two orders, that took 
effect from the 2fith and 3Uth years respectively of Rajsdhiraja 1 . the 
son end successor of Rajendra. Evidently, some gifts wore made in the 
reign of Kajldhiraja as well. From the records it in seen that more than 
one hundred and ten thousand bags of paddy were to be measured out to 
the temple every year by the villages mentioned in epigraphs. 

A careful study of the inscription reveals that most of the lands 
and proceeds recorded in this inscriptions are also recorded Lu the Tanja- 
vur inscriptions of ftajarajn os gifts to the great temple of TanjavHr. 
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9t ^ n ?T f hat mml of tFlfl Luida to TanjSvHr tempJo by Rim 

rnjiv should have been transferred to the temple of Q- n(fJl m n *, .J* 

poram by hia son within twenty five years of thi> original gift, ? ** “** 

The inscription is of great value. It mention tho names of tk« 
various divisions and sab-division* of the Chola empire ft also B i v « x 

T h ° ^‘ rg " " f •‘■'•towElrrton i „'aTZA 

of ir.Lniymdra. A certain Pall&varaiyan is mentioned as the Tkiru 
mwhra Gh» {royal secretary) of Virarijnndra. Ho received orde^ 

Ind nner !d r k !? S ar,d draftotl thon >* The oilers were scrutiffised 

td,L ! y 1 r iOF fi00rptari08 iTMnmvniira Olain^rm) 

"_ ht>Se l,< \ ni | : a ; rfi 88 VanldhlrSjan, Madbnyintaka Brahmidhl 

rajan and 1 allavarayan. Sixty four other officers are also named- thn r 
names are given at the end of this chapter. ' thoir 

The inscription is of interest from another and*. t„ i: ** .u 
viHag., gifted it ^ ». MmM „ r rrtjTJSfc Jl T ” 
irngntiun channels, cremation grounds etc., in oscit -, i]|, . '■ 

6ng details for . study „f tin, —,7"‘ 

These details are published at the end of this chapter. ° illagiw. 

Tlte name of the tcmpla according to thin in^nFm+^v - r 
WlaCh^ran,. is *",J£ 

l urvadesa. Gangai and Kacjariim iPSrmdesamum Gamtaiuum k' J 
ramum Koxdarvfiiw Aytjar). Bajadturlja is referred to u* th a r 
brother, the victor of body aim pur* and Koilipura who Ini r t ^ 

...do «« on an einpW 

byV^r"*^ ^“®*^don also details tho victories gained 

“ ‘"* rript “" " r i ’ , ‘ <,reat » » fragment found on the front 

gidW TosTlTS- 1 "’ “ T UMM V *~'™«***vl «d Amman. 
rjt !\ r\ « 77 " t,l ° ”“ m * of Hydra's mother iRsia 

dCri It’u'n , r I”*™ »- else named Tinaranmahi- 





tonipl* but relates to the gift of a village Siuagara tlmratha Chelan at lur, 
as a do vat aim gift, for provisions etc,, to tho temple of Rajendra ChO.liavwa 
in Pottalimmja. Probably this temple was built in the reign of Rajendra I 
and was named after him. The inscription states that worship in tho 
temple was stopped as sufficient provisions were not available, Kulattu- 
nga made the gift tas free and arranged for regular worsldp. A certain 
ascetic Aryodinan is mentioned in this inscription. The epigraph also 
records that tho order of the king was issued when he was seated on a 
throne, at the eastern porch in the ground floor of Cbngnikondachrtla 
maligai in GangaiknncbchBbpurftiii. 

The bat Cbob kmg represented in inscriptions is Kulottnnga III. 
His inscriptions are in fragments and found by the side of the stops to 
the eastern entrance to the great mandapa. They record the victories 
gained by Kulbttuugo and the erection, of a victory pillar. From the 
fragmentary nature of these inscriptions it may be surmised that a 
number of other Ch5b inscriptions of the temple have been lost. Refe¬ 
rence has been made to tho presence of an incomplete inscription of a 
Gikadawala king, probably of Martanapala. 

The earliest Pundya king to bn represented here is Jatavannan 
Similar a Papdya, identical with tho ruler who uprooted the ChQ b empire. 
He ascended the throne in 1251. The sole inscription of his found in this 
temple is dated in his second regnal year. Evidently the gift was made 
when the Paiidya emperor captured Gangaikon(}achaUpnram and paid 
a visit to the temple. He established a special worship called S umbra 
Pfiiidyan sandhi, after his name to bn performed daily. For this purpose 
Sundara gifted lands etc, in Uangaikopijfwhobpuram. Tim inscription 
mentions a number of places, in f«anguikon(|achui bpurum like the gateway 
lane, SuddhamaU Juno, Rajendra Chu b fort wall and Vembiigudi gate. 

GangaiiondachOlapnram is said to lie in Ponparappjparra uf 
Marmaikomb Chula vabnadn, jL subdivision in Vndakarat Vikxftma ChQb 
valnnadu. 

The nest Pandya to be rspresented is Vikrama who ably assisted 
his brother Sundara, His record is dated in his sixth year (1157). 
Vikrama like his brother established a special worship in the temple 
after his own name as Rajakkaliiay&kan sandhi for which he gifted twenty 
veils of land. The epigraph names two villages KulijUu ngachO |anall ur, 
and Rajend rahcobnall Qr. It also mentions the boundaries of lands 
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gifted. The river Madhtirgntafca Vadavaru and irrigation channels 
eaJlod Anaivettavan kiil and Adigai Nayakan vaykal A highway called 
tho Rsjendra Cfaolan highway is also referred to in this inscription, 

Two inscription a of Parpfyn Maravarman Kulaankhara who ascended 
the throne in 1268 A. D. are fonnd engraved on the temple. The drat one 
dated in his fourth year, records the purchase of lands in iWniputtur 
belonging to a certain Kumnrniangalani Urtaynn, Sivitundan. The other 
{□scription which is incomplete, is dated in KaUoakharu'a fifth regnal 
year. It records the sale of lands belonging to a number of individuals 
to the temples of Gn»gaikon4acholisvarm. The epigraph mentions 
highways named the Kufettunga ChOlan fort wall highway; the VQ^ig,,- 
daiyan highway and a highway through which a abort elephant passed. 

Two inscriptions of a chieftain, Thirnvengiujamndaiyan Ekamra- 
nut ha Gingeyan of Vaippur, who was in control of this area are 
recorded in this temple. One of the inscriptions gives the Salta date 1386 
(H8S A.D.). From the inscription it may bo seen that this chieftain 
probably erected a m mdapa named after himself, EUmranathan Mamjnpa 
W hlJ(> the chieftain was seated In a mrithn of Ekamraniitha Murid a pa tho 
Mudalhs. tho temple priests, the tdnallars (those who looked after the pro- 
pertiw of the temple), the Parikarathar (temple attendants) and a certain 
Kasramvrayn (probably a person from Kashmir) assembled before him 
Tho chieftain bestowed the right (probably on KasmlrarSj*) of dutios-uvor 
Tfiirutndfigaii&ru (maintenance of the enclosure and tho right to enjoy 
proceeds apportioned for tho purpose) for fifteen days in a mouth and 
lordship over the >na{ha for the other fifteen days of tho month. For this 
purpose he gifted two house sites in the northern row and two in the 
southern row of Kijdndro Chub street. A certain Ki&nrwjaiyon i fi 
mentioned as tho temple accountant. Tho other inscription of tho chief¬ 
tain relates to a similar gift. Mention has boon made of tho inscriptions 
of Vijayanagnra rulers in tho temple. 





Note A 


Tho quantity of paddy measured or gold paid per annum as due to 
the temple by various villages mentioned in Virarajendra'a inscription are 
given below. As the inscription is damaged at some places, either the 
name of the village or the quantity measured is lost in certain eases. 
The total quantity of paddy measured amounted to 1,03,393 into ins 
(hags) per annum. As there are many gaps in the inscriptions, the total 
measurement should hove been many thousand * atoms more of paddy. 
The rii oil mu m measure received from a single village is 20 585 halam9 
Unfortunately the name of the village is lost. Vavalur is tho nest 
village to measure 16,000 ka\a,n* t Evidently these villages should have 
boon the most fertile villages during the Chola period. 


VILLAGE 

ilAruituvakkuc}i 

Karnppur 

Pfllilrm thuraiy u r 

Ingaiyur 

Panamiuigaliiin 

KarimangnLani 

SuttAiipacli 

FarakfrBari Nallfir 

Vf?nbftikDdi 

Mahaitikucli 

Kilpudin 

Siru&emburflLi 

M ad ii riLn takamanga U m 

Kanehiyai KurungnLnm 

**■**.*. — gaLum 


Timimur 


PADDY PER ANNUM 

296j kalams, I tijrii, l pathakku and 
2 ii&li, 

49 kalams. I knrtini, 4 nali, 

2955 kalams, .. 

1#80 kalams, 

4219 kalams, 7 kuruni. 

4970 kalams, l kururii, 7 tupL 
1083 kalams, 5 nlli. 


4784 kalams, 2 tuni, 6 ngli. 
2315 kalams, 1 kuruni, 1 uni; 
1200 kalams, 

632 kalams 


4500 kalams. 


2390 kalams, 


7500 kalatns. 
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Kal&nivSyil 

5fM) kaUms, 

Kikjaiigudi 

4000 kalama, . * *. 

500Q kalmriH 

JayArikondacbo laimlfur 

9000 kahuna, .. 

Konda) 

2500 kn!inns, ........ 

Olay an Manga Earn 



2040 knEnina. 

940 kaJiimft 

Ktroppur 



20585 kalama. 

Vayalur 

10000 kalnraa, 1 Path&kku, 7 n*li. 

PjiFithra Mai^ickkanallnr 

SCO kalama. 

Ulakal a nd aoh o 1 anal! Ur 

347 k&t&m§. 

Kfiralint haka nail u r 

083 kiilatxiH. 

Manriaikonilacholanaflur 

M0 Jmlama. 

A1 anukti bikcaa ritml J u r 

1231 kiihrna. 

IrummikdichD land 11 ur 



Gold 340 Ka jafjju and 8 MnDji4i. 

Knlam, Tuni, PatHakJca and 

Nil! are grain measures. 
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Note B 




TJit* of ran p op Village# 

inscription. 


VILLAGES 


m*m '-'' r 

I . . - I' k ' 1 


Irumfuji ChD lAnall ur : 
Kartippur : 

JI-; * ,i ' I: ' 1 


* ' * 

. ,.r< ■ * 

... , 

•V. • < •>. ’ 

! f | r « f 


Keral£n tiik&n ril I ii r : 

V 

Kon<|nl : 

Mgkctaikiidi : 

Muimaikomlfi Chij lanallur': 
Manukultv K< s;trin.illur : 
n lfti y imin ft tij?jita m : - 


Pana nii» rignlam : 


Parru.......... 

Pavjtra Martikka XallQr 
Biru 90 iDpurat: 

Turotyur :: 


mentioned in Yirarajondra’B 

TEMPLES 

Sri ktJil. 

Thiru va gat ti*i var umnda iya 
mSdfvar Sri knit. 

Aiyan Sri kOEL 
K Mu kjJ Sri kr«iL 
Sri kail. 

I’tdSri Sri koiJ. 

KalSpidiri Sri kr.il. 

H kail. 

Sri boil. 

ThinnraraniKV/iratta fVvar 
Sri bod. 

Pifjari Sri bull. 

Kpttni Sri koil. 

Mahadovar Sri kr>iL 
Piilari Sri kui], 

Aiyan Sri koil. 

Devftr Sri koiI. 

Sri koil 

Madovar Sri koil. 

Pi(|iri Punnaiccheri Nangai 
Sri koil. 

Pidari PoduvagaiyudaiySl 
Sri koil’ 


Kivdukii] Srt koiL 
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> u.Y. 


Aivan Sri biJil. 


i WK 


Kudliiraj valfcimittjaiylj 
Sri kail. 
Durgaiyar i?ri kmi, 
KiUapiduri Sri knil. 

Ul a gaUn da Xkliqr : Sri kail. 

Vfl W Sr * Tliirukarrali Mfi&vkr 

Sri kail. 

Varathu MiUlcvar 
Sri kuil. 

Aiyan Sri kail 
Pid£ri Ilampuii»ift!ign,i Sri buiL 
Pa Hi Sr! toil. 

SVi kail. 


*»>» 


, -,A 
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Note C 


Divisions, aub-djGuinns and villages mentioned in Virarajendra’a 
inscription. 

Adhirajtiraja FaJanq^H .. Attippuliyur 

Arumaiitievn Vafanddu Cberruf Korrani Ka^ufiyur 

ir Na I Lam bar 

.Mangain Nadu Suratikadai 

JayanynndaehQla ..* ArasQr 

Fajonddu Thiruvalundur Nadu Ka laiuvayiJ 

It Kuttaiuir 

it *.,**++.>*kudi 

t* M zu Ih urftntiik anal I u r 

ft Te .... i ■ ■ - •{ * | m. * ur 

VilAitukJu Kfirram&ng&lara 

11 Virarl}«ndra 

Ch a ru p|hhI iitia h gal a m 

^ferafan^aiffl Vapind^U Umiyiir Kiifrani Karuppijr 

« Vayalur 

A" mani •****.,...*■ CherrOr 

I alsinudu *.^^KlrniU Mu lavachched 

PanaiySr Nadu Sirukudai 

n elveli 

Tkiruuaraiyur Nadu ParfdceiamuUJSr 
\ ell Nliju Perumpaimur 

Madhurdniaka 

Jufanndii .. Irumadi ChB lauaJlCr 

Ker a|ant akanaU ur 
Mannaikopda Chela 
ntllir 

Manuk ulak soar inall ur 








Mutfihfmdn Chfijn 

Vapuwdu 

Rdjzndra Ch&Ia 

Vilfflnadu 

Nittarin&l'i Vtif ! nddn 

Pnndya Kidaiu n » 
Vafanm^u 

Rdjddh i raja Veda mdd a 

Rdjardja Fundi Nadu 

Rdjardjn Vafandda 

Rdjlnd rachBta 
vafanddu 

Uyyukkonijdr Vafanddtt 


TliIrnvftludiiMfcflii 

f!hnla PiLruJiya Viij uirn] 

Arur Kiirram 

+ * 

Ki San KiTrrnm 

K i ] Ah Kfimini 

Arkkattuk Kfirram 

k n - - 

Pumkkiliyiir Narfti 


Kuriikkni Njidti 


Veap*iyur Smln 
Milatai KUrram 
Kilveirgiii Nadu 
Tbrnimutiaipaiji N'adu 

PlttifLpikka Nadu 
Ambiir Nadu 

Ambar Nadu 
Pambtir Nadu 


Favitni Markka nail Hr 
Pallava Kulantak* 
naJlur 

Talaicli fViubil N& 4 11 
1'lag* I an U CIiuIa 
mdlnr 

Vikranm Cb& Unallur 
V ik ram a CliD 1[apuram 

rulmkutfi 

i Tiriikkrifetsyilr 
ViiattTTr 

Vai , ... 

Kandiyiir 

Piiliitiktkfal 

Sirr&yfl 

Koq4*1 

Tapiyur Sri Vira* 
it Ac* a van a Charnppcdb 
nmngalathu rt&Lilr, 
Uluiyarj MangaJam. 

Ki tk Kurrup ponparril 

P^runatliir 


Vtkkimn Vikkam 

JayaiigopcLa nh©U- 
nnJjffr 

Palftiyilr 


Vilathal manga lam 









r.n 


Vtiftiruidu 


Yija$tardj€ndrrt 

Vaftinriflit 


Vlmrajendm 

Vn^tmidu 


v 

Jnmlr Kdltnm 
PuliyUr Kftftam 


Innumbnr XitJu 
Tiriivali XMu 


5 rvalakk urrajn 
PttUyur Xill] ii 
PuliiiySir VsUkkiU 


kirram 


P&chchil Ku rrftni 


Feruvalaimlliir Kap- 
dam 


Th ir ucehpmbii rai 

Katid&m 


M a ru thuva Ids o d i 
Pa rak f ear i pu ra m 
* _ _*_ vankudi 

MadukkUr 


. . Singalantakariallnr 

Ingaiyur 

Ka lanivaiy] 

Karimangalwii 

Kfidaukudi 

Parnkt^arirmlluf 

Magari.ikm.Ii. 

,.« nrhivjLi Kurunkulnm 

m 

K ijppalarrut fcu ri a i y Or 
Po n a nmiig&Iii m 

Kilpadiri 
Per uvaIii nail ur 
Sattanpadi 
TiraiimlJr 

Siru f^amhumi 
Urruthurai 

Veabaikkuili 


Jayadgondachola manda la m 

Kimi LI X&fu ParjittandaUm 

AlangaUu Ni4n .., B ,.muhgalam 

























Note D 


The Jcllowiiig are the administrative uffinerj referred to in the 
imcrjptk'n of Vlrarljeodra, The posts hold by them appear within 
brackets. 

1. Palin v&ravan Alias Krmgan GangaikondnehnlEitu 

2. ViUtvtrijan alia* Virsbhadran Thilksvitjangau. {OppiftM puhunda 

kejtri } 

3. Raj&ltdn Vairngarachftlaii alias AndaiyEr Veiiin ofTenkadui 
in Pam bur Natju 11 subdivision of Uyyako^cjar V&ianudin 

4. Aroyan Raja raja n* 

5. Virarajendra Bruhrandhirajati abas Chandrasekhara Bhushapa 
Bhattan of Viranarayapn CharuppedimangalaTn & ihaniynr in 
RajjkihirajiL Yalanadu. 

0. Raj a raj 4 Kumar* a raj nn alias KftniirkSn Atagiyn P&ndiy&n of 
V^adatalaisembil Nadu, a subdivision id Madurantaka Vaknadn in 
Rajaraja Pandinadn- 

7. Rajarlja Mnvetidavelan alias Aditthan Sftlai of Pertinalldr in 
Kllviugai Nadu* a subdivision of Ruj&rEja ValAnadn, 

8. Gunanidhi Ammo ii (Chula) Muvendavelan alias ParakeSaritmlluf 
tMaiyan of Tirana r a lyilr Nadu, a subdivision of Kshatriya Sikha- 
jimni Val&iia4n. 

ft, Vikmmasinga M u v end u Valin alias Knnnlnr Kiltthan of Tirumu- 
napipatLi Nadu an Kajendrachoja Valanadn* a subdivision of 
Xatha Vint’dlia Valaimdu, 

10. Vikramuchohi Milveiidavelan alias Kprrrtn Sathan of Rattan 
Fikkanattu Vikranp&kfctwn in TirnmuiiaippStli Xiidii, a subdivision 
of Rajendra Ghola Vfilaiwfu. 

I I, Virarajindra Tamiladaroiyar of Pertimpamir in ».,„mtaiifi4(i. 
a subdivision of Rabat riya Sikliiunam \ alanaduL 

12, Rajarajendra Muvondavelan alias Piiran Aditthanar of Palau fcudai 
in Puratkiliyilr Nacjtit a subdivision of P&ndikulaaain vaJanEdu* 

13. TirimlJakanta bhattar of Emaperur in Viraraj^odra CharuppodP 
mangalam of PuliyOr Nad 11 a subdivision of Vijayarajendrm 
VajnmujiL ( Nuduvirutkai) 




] ■(, Kotti Adlritbm Bijijir of Viramjendra CbjiruppedlniangtilfiTn in 
Vilainiuju a subdivision of Jayangonda ChMavaianadu. 

ir,. Kidavarajar of Natuban Pngaiyadakkiyar. {VidaiyU Adhikari) 

1ft. Virarajetulra Mmtnirudnmiyar alias Kilavar Kiimnn Cb and ran 
VengfilanSr of Parathanrialani in Kumill Xwju in Anmfir Kbtbam, 
a subdivision of,1 ayahkondachi> 1aman^alsm. 

17, Kattiipjwjikoii'ia < hnlumiiv^ndavej&n alias Antaittur Kunriyai of 
Palaiyaru in Am bar Natju a subdivision of Uyyakopdar Valanadu. 

18. Jinanatha Miivmtdftvclir alias Attkapiyar or Konda. in 

Kurukkainadu, a subdivision of RljHhiraja Valanadu. 

ID. Jin v end a v elan of...... t a subdivision of Rnjendrachuln Vala¬ 
nadu. 

20. Aditthaehiilamani alias BbattSlakan Tbirunilakantan of_|jjr 

a subdivision of Vikramaclio favalanMu. 

21. Kii4*raiikondadiola MovondaTgJfa alias Madovan Karayil of ..... 

nraika in ..a subdivision of Arumolideva Y&innadu. 

£2. Maduranthaka Muvdndavclin of .Viulmrinoda .. a subdivision 

of Vi j ayaraj end ro valanadu. 

n. Raja MuYendavtdan alias Kumnran Adavallan .. ngndai in 

Kurakkai Nadu, a subdivision of Kajidhiraja V,danai(u. ’ 

21. Kalnlokwlthmi ...... of JayahknpdaohManaliur in Arnbar XMn a 

subdivision of Cyyakkopdar ViUanudu. 

25. Gangaikopiiutou Pallnvaraiyar alias Bran Seiran of . 

f'hirrayiJ a subdivision of Piodikulfiaani Yujanadu. 

26. Vh-acbela Mu vondairelan of Arusur, a subdivision of Jayankonda- 
chnhx VaiusuufU' 

27. Rajarija VijnyapaJar alias Araiyan Vinfisak* of .PuduvDr... 

2H, Vfkrnma Xarnyann Mfivendavidin alias ...... y a Parl.itthan of 

Htdfff. 

29 . Vaikunthan of Surankudni in Mangula Nadu a subdivision of 
Arumo lid ova Valanadu. 

• r ■ 

30 - Vilupparaiyan alais Cho i an of Ma Uvaccheri in Kshatriya Sikhs* 
rriarii Vdlaniirjii. 

SI. Nrpadivikara Muvendav®|an alias Mangalankilar in VilatthSJ 
Mangalam. a subdivision of Uvyakondar Valanadu. 

32. Muvendavelin alias -.vengsdan of Nallambar in Sirrurkurram 

a subdivision of Ammo lidova Valanadu. 











33. Yimrljondra KacbcbiySr NiuMvun of .,*.*+ Tirunuraiyur 

N Hd a* 

34. PartKivindrft BrahmiiiraanlYar Alias MadSvais S&tllmn of 
a subdivision of Adldnijariija Ya*anadu + 

3JS. Vimr&jendrn JfiiYeiidAvetrin ...... . 

30. Kutlhjiii Burn alias Manuku kidi<v U m uvendttvel&f or Pallava 
KiilUnttiknnilliTt in Jliidurautnfc.i Valanadu, a subdivision of 
Rajaraja Pandinudu. 

37. ilnjamaniekn MuvendavcJati alias TiruvongaifAtthiin, of ...... 

Manga turn in Mmijradn Nadu, in Puliyiir Kattain a aubdivision of 
Jayaiikondaeh&lanittnclalnm. 

38.. Pandjya Milvonduvrlau of Kandiyur, in SerrOf Knrnuti, 

a subdivision of Arumolidfiva VulAnndu. 

311. Vila raj end ra Malaya ppioholar atia^ V iriinavai Marukkur of ...... 

in Kil&r Kiirrain, a subdivision of Nittha V m od a \ iibnwju. 

40. ... 

41. Raj a v i dv iid hara MuvetidavilSn alias Krm Arnbala fvutllnn of 
Ponpurri of Kllkii.ru in Milalni k Or ram, a subdivision of Rrijm-fija 
PontjinSdu. 

42. Cho j&kuin .. Milvpndaveliin of Pulinktuta* in Thiniva ludhi 

Voianadu in Mudikoptja ChBlavalanSdo, a sub-division of Raja- 
raja Piifuii Nadu. 

43. T’daravidanga Miivendavejin alias ...... of sirukudai . in 

Panaiyur Nacju a sub-division of Ksbatriya Sikh a man i VaUmufu. 

44. -Mnmmadichola Viluppataiyar Alias Nakkan of Ndvpl in Panai¬ 
yur Nadu a subdivision of Kshatriymsikhammp Yu UiuLdu. 

45. Niiiur Niravana Bhattar of Sri ViranSrayana oaruppedlmangaiam 
a tardyur of Rajadhiraja Vajfcnatju, (A T uduvi>uirio>) 

40. Sri Martha v-a Bhntta Somayaji of Karippurwn, in Thirukkfittiy sir 
of Chola Fapdiya Vatanidn in Riijondru Chola VaUna4n. a sub¬ 
division of Raj a raj a Paijc}i Naiu. 

47. ...... Bhattar of Vungipuram in Virnrajenfira eharuppodi manga- 

lam, a subdivision of Jayahkopija ChSjn \ iilanadu* 

48. Sivadova Bhattar »f Kandiyur in Arkadti Kurram, a subdivi¬ 
sion of Paiujikulasam Vajunadii. 

4t>. Trunkantli Venkad* Bhattar of Vlmrajendm ©bAruppodiraangaliin 














ru 


Vijuinuifiit tk Hiibifiviwion of Jayankond^ fliula Viiiati&dii. 

EG, Vlripumm Niir&slmhn Blmt&an of the akve Tillage* 

fit* Att&mpuram Rhu-ttnr of the above village. 

62 , DanavEntkJa Mu vend ji valln alias Nammugan Arangnn of Viluthur 
in ArPf Kurram, a subdivision of Xil havinodit Vulnnadu, 
( F u mtm rci ri thinnifcktrtaftm ka nJtd ni} 

fiS. PariikraiBaahuIa Mu vefKlavtdan alias Kiitha Hainan 

Niyamam in PutiyCr Kiifctam in Mruiglkltimid ti a subdivision of 
Jay a nkojitju Chnla Maridnlam, (Puravuvviri 

64 , vtmdavdlati of CholauMu a subdivision of .„ Koruf A 

Chal&vaL&inUju. 

6 ft. VilbvTfi M i'j \ e uda v el an alias Aiisti Aiyaran of Modukkur Lit 
A rvala Rurram. a subdivision of Vijayji Bijaadra Vnlaniklu. 
( VQrippotiAatjam) 

66, Midivan Brnhmamfiviyan of Krirramahg&Um in Vilamadu n 
subdivision of Jayniikonda CbOja Valaiuklu, 

67, .(ciiri j/iYidu) 

6M. Vdltt Hamad Ota n of ^iitgalantakanaUor of Pn%Sr Y&ikai a nub* 
division of Rljeodn Vtdanatju, 

.Ilk Miulivui Wnkikjati of AUhippuliyur in Ad hi raj urn jVl V-alftniuJu, 
{YarippuUhaka binakkttj 


SG- CherroP in Kshatriyasikhamani Volarnulu* {Patfalai} 

fd* ***»-■- in Mangalanadu ft &ubdivision of AramolideVA Vjilftnldu. 


^ VileppH rn iyan id ins Sena rt A ri v*] an of AJ rigiyaehoj a M S rai Nat} u 
in Thijipjjdbr Kvrram p a subdivision of Hujemiruclifth Vftianltju, 

63. Knniruikaran Thjrove of Knlktiriai in per n subdivision 
of Adhirajnr&ja YaisifuLdu. (PaltOlai B tut Hina PjUekippmiiaA) 

64, Kalyanajiuramke pda (Puravumn tkinniklalam) 
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Literature 

A uumhi>r of litonuy works in both Tamil ami Sanskrit, refer to 
G angaikondneh3 Inpuram and its temple. 

THIRUVISAIPP5 ; Tim sacred hymns [Tkirwitaippd) composed on the 
presiding doit.y of Gangnikonija'IiiijiHVArtrn by KaftiVurdeVBf, in the car- 
liest work to refer to this great temple. Karuv urdevar. a Brahmin by 
birth, hoik'd from Karuvilr the modern Karur in Iriehy District. He 
waq a grritt devotee of Siva and is believed to bo a Middha. Ho baa 
composed devotional hymns on ten temples among which are included the 
KSjnriijvBvara temple oT Taujavu? and the temple of Gungaikondachft la- 
puram. KaruvurdOvnr was a contemporary of Rajaraja I and his son 
Rajendra I, the builder »f QatigaikotpiachTilie varam. Third-Iaaippa ia a 
particular type of poetic composition in Tamil. The ten hymns of 
Kamvlirdcvar and similar hymns of a few other Saivito saints have been 
included in the ninth book (fAirmtSfinj of the Saiva canon. Karuvor 
dovar's utiiirpiis to the deity of OangaikortdiochC lisvaram, is soul-atirriuc 
poetry that ought to be read in its original. * People in large numbers 
from far and near throng to the temple of Gangaikopdaohnlisvnm adoring 
the deity with folded arms' say* KarnvSidSW, &va as Gangadhnra 
also comes in for special praise. 

V IK R AM AX K A DE VAC HA RITA : The historical work, Vikrainaaka- 
devacharita in Sanskrit on Chalukya Vlknwniditya. by Bilhana throws 
valuable light oa til" relationship between the ('billiiky&s of Kalyan and the 
Cho las and incidentally refers to Cangaikondaehalapuraitt Bilhana, the 
poet, was born of a Brahmin family ami hailed from Kashmir, lie was born 
and brought up in Khunumnshugrima in jaysvana-highland of Kashmir. 
His father wj«i Jyesbtakalasa and mother Xagddevi Bilhana attaint'd 
distinction in Vedic [earning, Sanskrit poetry ( Kuvya) and Patanjali s 
mahdbhdshijfi (grammar}- Ho left Kashmir in pursuit of fortunes and 
went to Mathura, Brindhavuna. and Ka*L From there he went to Dhira 
the capital of Bboja. but before ho could reach Dharo* Bhuja the great 
patron of Sanskrit learning passed away. Disappointed Bilhana went to 
Gurjararfcsa, where ho could meet only envious poets. Bilhana left 
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Gurjarn and went an a pilgrimage to Kamos vara in the south and on his 
way back wan fortunate enough to visit the (‘Ha Inky a capital. Vikrama- 
dilyu the Chitfnkya contemporary of Viramjendra Chu la and KulOttuhga 
immedi.it< ly appointed B Uliana as his court poet ( Vidyapathi), I'tkra- 
tnunkndlm Charita, describoa the exploits of Vikranindityn in eighteen 
chapters. It is needless to go into the details of the work. According to 
the work, Yiraraj&ndrs, Clio la, the third «on of Kiijeiidra I, gave his 
daughter in marriage to Vikramadttya after effecting a tniro with him. 
Possibly the marriage took place on the banka of Tungnbhadrn. VLra- 
rajeiuira returned to his capital and soon after passed away. This plunged 
the C'hola country into chaos. Having decided to place Virurajendru's 
son, A dhi raj emir a on the Choli throne. Vikrarna swiftly marched to 
Kune hi and spent some days there subduing some opponents. From 
there he turned hi* eyes on (Jangikund* (Gangaikondiicholapuram) 
which abounded in wealth and learned men. The city was 
beautiful with lofty towers ami ruse in hit d the veritable abode 
of Lokahmi, the Goddess of Wealth* It truly resembled Amarftvati 
the capital of the celestials. Vikrmmlditya crowned Adhiraji-ndra, the 
Cliola prince after defeating the enemies. He spent about a month there 
and returned to the banks of Tungabhadra, after subduing the forest 
archers (probably the I'ettumr*), But within a few days, the Chula 
prince was killed by His opposing subjects (Pro britivi rOdkahaia ) and tlm 
seat was occupied by Rajiga, the Vehgi ruler {EUjendra Kulottuhga). 
The above account of Bilhana gives the state of affairs at Gangaikop4w- 
ChOlapnratn and the visit of Vikramaditya to that city. Scholar* differ on 
the death of Adbirajcndra. Sodasiva Panda rathar. who ha* writ too an 
excellent account of Choln history in Tamil, points out an inscription of 
Adhirujr<ndra wherein he is stated to he seriously ill. Pandarathar believes 
that Ad hint j end ru died due to illness and was not killed by his subjects. 
Probably Adbiritjendra’s weakness and the opposition he met from his 
generals, proved fatal to his life. Vikromadityn, wanted to pnnlsh the 
evil doers. But Kidottuhga who by that time was firmly in Chu la throne, 
fomented trouble, by instigating Vikmma’s brother BooMfrara'to attack 
him from behind. Though Vikrarna was successful in defeating hi* 
brother and is credited with a success against Kimchi. ho never set foot 
on Gangaikondachulapuram again. Kutettuhga was strong enough to foil 
his attempts and was ably assisted by the experienced < hfi | a Generals, 
Bilhana s 1 ikrainaukadet acharitu is said to have been composed in I flSfi a,d, 
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KALIKGATTTJPPABA^I : The Kalmgflfctupparani a most fascinating 
historical work in Tamil literatus way composed by Jayankoiufai, to 
celebrate the conquest of Kalinga by KulOtiuhgal. Jayanko^4^ r adorned 
the court of Kulottunga I as his court poet and oompo&od the work, 
Kniingattupparani towards the end of KuMttuhga's reign. The work 
celebrated the exploits of Kidottuhga from his childhood and the greatness 
of his general Ksm^lkfira To^dairtiiWr who headed t he victorious ChQ la 
army on its Kaiiiiga expedition. From Kalihgattupparani, it may he seen 
that Kulottuhga was born and brought up at Gangaikond^h^.^P 1111 * 11 ^' 
He was also made a crown prince at that city. Tho city is referred to as 
Gahgapuri, 

No detailed description of the city is however met with in the poem. 
Jayankondar, the poet hailed from Dipanguiji and was recognised as an 
eminent poet (Kavichanditan) by his contemporaries. 

MOVAB ULA : Ottakkuttar another eminent Tamil poet, adorned the 
courts of three successive Chola emperors, VikramachS la, Kulottunga II 
and Rajaraja IL He has composed three quasi-historical works, ( Ulds) 9 
one on each of the above rulers* These works* FitramoeAflJaa Uld 
Knl&tun#achQlan Uld and Bdjardjan Ula , are popularly called Muvar 
Ula, and are known for their high literary accomplishments, Each 
poem gives a brief wiujiinary of the Ch&la history beginning with the 
mythical ancestors and details the exploits of tho hero, Gangaikonrja 
ChOlapurani is referred to by name in KuI&tiiing&chQlan Ufd* The 
poet says that all the fourteen worlda were struck by the beauty and 
wealth of the capital, 

Sutfi***# upmstir- 

A*Airgif gvip jt ffl- Qmn. m_mr. J0, 

The Rajardjachdlan Uld describes the palace, entrance towers, 
palatial buildings, streets, pavilions, {mandapa*)* temples, chSlvjQ^ t 
trirnnas, beautiful windows* plate (lerrii), mid as, dance halls etc*, that 
adorned the capital. 

A Tii £p^>4fi"Ar.ifif jpth 

UC T tit" V 11^ «£SlJ$jHb t—U if If- 

A-ATfr. n-fi. 

References are not wanting in later literature which however 
are not of great interest to the present study. 


IX 


Garigaikondiicholan Lake 

The great lake, lying about two miles to the west of the temple 
and now called Fonncri (golden Jake) is of historic interest. It is intimu* 
tely Connefkd with the history of the capital. Us existence prior to the 
advent of Rajendra-I is not known. Aocordfng to ThinivalaiisrSdu plates 
the lake was the liquid pillar of victory that Rajendru established to 
celebrate his conquest of Gaogetic plains. If so, this is the biggest man 
made Jake known to exist in this country. It is about sixteen miles in 
length and about three miles in breadth. At its extreme ends it has 
inlet and outlet channels that have gone out of use now. The lake itself 
has now been divided into two parts hy a road running across, connecting 
(tangaiknndacho lapuram with JayatikogdnchS lapuram in the west. The 
lake supplied w nter to the rtnmt running around the old fortification. 

Rajcn’im I, cherished the conquest of Gatigai as the greatest event 

in his Life and rightly assumed I he title Gangriikoudachnla. His capital 

WH! * also named l Jangaikoipjnoho lapuram. According to Thiruvalahgadu 
plates, the generals who headed the t'hola army on its Gangntio expodi- 
tion brought the holy water of Ganges in golden vessels earned on the 
heads of vanquished rulers. Rijemlra himself went upto the banks of 
tho Godavari river to receive his generals. The holy water was poured 
into the lake (a small part of it was also poured into the Lion-well inside 
the temple) and the Jake itself was named Cbo lagunga. a liquid pillar of 
victory. 

f-MHW+R ^ <WfWL m®, 3J33dRc ; U 

ThiruvsJahgadu copper plates. 
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Chalukya and Killings sculptures in 
Gangaikondacholapuram 

Cbalukyan sculptures ! 

Mention has been made earlier that a few sculpture* of Chalukya 
origin are (bund in the village ofGangnikondacho lapuram. The most out¬ 
standing piece is that of SUryapitha, now worshipped as Navair-fia in the 
hig temple. Images of Suiya and Durg.%. also found hy the aide of tiUri/u- 
pitha in the same temple, are from the Chalukyan area Another image of 
Ihirga enshrined in the shrine of Durga to the north of the temple, (west 
of the Simhfi ilrlhtt ) is also executed in the Chalukya style, but whether it 
actually comes from the Chalukya area is not known. An image of 
Ganena, now called Kanakkupijjaiyar in a temple about three furlongs to 
t he south-west of the great temple, is also Chalukyan in origin. Another 
Durga, enshrined in a temple in Vwninxldi Street, is a fine Hpociwu of 
Chaliikyah art. 

The presence of so many Chalukya sculptures at Qahgaikci«4a- 
ehr'i lapnrain nwi not surprise ub, for the ChOjag were in perpetual nr 
with the Chalukya 9 of Kalyan, Kajarthiraja I, the son and successor of 
Rijendra l, conquered Kalyan and brought as a war trophy an imago of 
Ovarapala from Kalranapura. The image, now preserved in the Tanja- 
vur Art l Sallerv. hears an inscription on its pedestal. mentioning that it 
was a war trophy brought by Udaivar Vijayarajendra from Kalyotiapura. 
Obviously the Chalukya sculptures found in GahgaikoadachOlupuram 
»'vre brought as war trophies by the successors of Rajendra I, 

Ratings sculptures in Gangaikondacholapuram: 

Three beautiful images of Kalihga origin have liwn recently 
discovered at Gahgaikoudach&lapuram by the TnmilufuEu State 
hopiirt meiit of Archeology. The sculptures are found lying In a 
mound called Kilaichengamedu, about one mile east of the great 
temple. The nearby village is Mcykavalputtur, the ancient hnwly-guards’ 
village. Mention has been made that a Durga Image which is said 
to have guarded the eastern gate of the Palace, is at MeykavaJputtfi r 


In fact, it i« an image of KAli, over seven foot j n height. The entire 
image ia covered with ant-hill*. Another image of Kali, decidedly of the 
IN'ri I Hi of lUjemlr*. found here, represents the eight-armed Devi 
■hnwn seated on a pedestal, holding various weapon*. A dving man 
is shown nn the seel. this Kill image .m lhp Kalihga 

■cnlptimw, two reprinting Siva as Bhatrava mid the third repre- 
*i*ii ting Bhmravi. AJI the three sculptures are carved in red sand- 
alone as femnd at Bhitvatieawar and Konamk and am evedlent eneei- 

nyms of kalmga art. The reprewntatten and treatment are decidedly 

Ktihftgih. 

Atulruva i 

. til SlV or M ** ,h(1Wa " Uodi "* «">de. With four arms. 

hoMm* and tafea. in the right arm* amt Amam t„d 

Z th * ': T \ * m - A fa i* cecn running upto h,s 

knrm The brntom afB (J fs, a band of .mall Mb. adorns the waist. 
The Urn! wear# the jefftj'ufaj', with * garland of skuib around 

* h * T<> th * f,f Mva - “ ,llow i emaciated, nude male 

with protruding *y„ To the right i. shown a two armed 
emaciated female figure, holding a head in the left arm. The emblem 
on the right is obliterated. 

•hairasa f 

Another beautiful image of diva a* Bkaireva, with four arms; 
M PP #r P* rt fi ' f tho u pto %hm w*ht u uvaiUIiIp The upper 

r** *'“ “ kn ' l |™ l lk ' •»«<"■ "*>■> «xri- . w,.,. rh, :,n.V m 

hoM. *»™~ ,«1 Th. tufa* W U* i, ».,W The 

iu ptUamain is also found. 

Bhilravi: 

Ibvi as Bhuiravi standing with eight arms. holds 

** t \ ?T. ***' “ nd P" lKmW -: * ■*"*"' in the right arms. The left 

arm* hold i^vip, dumare, irupoln and mmnda (head). The Tw; is 
•ha itw.» »«*. enrf ...m, . | M „ “ 

knee To the right of Ifevt is shown a standing nude flgui* of a male 
with two arms. To the left is shown a dog. 8 ‘ ‘ T male, 

I rubably tlu’M Bhairava and Bhuravi imagfie rrnminnt *> - - 

*" d «”*■ ■***«*— —... ksivese 








erected a temple of YogenvarA and YBgini at Kftl&r and arranged for 
offering tmdhyam r ipdna, Kajendra*ei generals* who rot timed after their 
historic march to the Gangoe through K&liriga, should hare brought 
these valuable sculptures an war trophies and erected a temple in the 
capita]. The sculpturen may be assigned to 0th Century a.O* 

Bhairavl : 

Another image of Bhairari, executed in granite, On the modal 
of Kalihga image in of erode workmanship and in by a local artisan. Its 
presence shown the impact of Yftgiui cult on the local population. 
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i, Thu Uttara Kuiliuw {The temple of goddess}. 
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14. A<]aviaiSr 14 a. Gangadhara 















Ifi-A, Ch&krad&natiiurtl 
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15, Brahma with Savitri attd Suras wati I 7 . A . Bhiuruva 
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111. Liiktthriii 





















20. Dv£rap&Ja guarding the north entrance to the ardhamatidupa. 
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- 1 lh-wapiti* guarding the south entrance tu the nrdhamandapa. 
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27. Baok viQty 
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Knlintjt* nwUplure* 

M^yknvalputttir — i ;ah^ikon<latVhG]>purftffi 
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